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N publithing the lowing obſervations, by 
4 Canadian, on the ſtatements that have been 
circulated in England, regarding the Province 
of Quebec, it is thought neceffary to prepare 
the mind of the reader, by the expoſſtion of a 
few facts, which may lead to form a proper 
Jadgwent upon the ſubject; and for the truth 
of which, it is ſufficient to refer and appeal to 
the documents now made public, and to thoſe 
which muſt appear, whenever that province 
ſhall become the object, of fnational inveſtigation 
and enquiry, e 
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mn | viefly near 
. Quebec and Montreal,” along the 
WEE; banks of the St. Lawrence, on a 
r . in diſtance about 
bined troops Sand refliged loyaliſts, 
= including their families, ſettled on 
= the weſt bank of the St. Lawrence, 
5 above Montreal, and on the weſt ſide 
1 bof the lands which divide the lakes 
BE. Ontario and Erie; the extreme diſ- 
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Together with an acceſſion lately of Ameri- 


cans, (che nümbers whereof catinor at preſent 
be well aſcertained, but which cannot poſſibly 
exceed 3000, Who, after ſome years experience 
of the government of - the United States, have 
: in e erence to that M; n 
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Abe number of e in ee was 
65. bod; the increaſe, therefore, of 55,000 in 
23 years, is undoubtedly great, and does by no 
means tend to prove, that the preſent ſyſtem 
of government i is either e or unfavor- 
able to . | 


be  followin g comparative ſtate of the 
* rade betwixæt England and Canada, at different 
periods, taken from authentic documents, fur- 
niſhes the ſtrongeſt proof that the commerce 
of the country has encreaſed, under the opera- 
tion of the Quebec Act, in an aſtoniſhing 
degree; and conſequently that there can be no 
Juſt grounds for ſecking to alter the conſtitution 
ae eſtabliſhed, as unfavourable to Trade. 
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ate averſe to a change in the preſent form of 
the conſtitution or laws of the province.—To 


Introduce, therefore, in oppoſition to their 
wiſhes, a new and different ſyſtem, | with. the 


nature and qualities, whereof. they are un- 


acquainted, unleſs by the effects that have, been 


experienced in their neighbourhood, would be 
to ſacrifice the intereſts and withes of the many, 
and probably the tranquillity of the whole, to 


the deſigns and views of a few only of the 


ſmaller part; for it appears, that even thoſe 
people ho have become ſettlers in Canada, fince 


the year 1760, making in all about one-twelfth 
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In fine ch bh ho government and 
regulation of different parts of the empire, the 
means of carrying thoſe plans into effect re- 
quite the firſt attention; little conſideration 
will be ſufficient to ſhew, that the means of 
carrying any popular form of government into 
effects, productive of 1 ne are not 
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The Clinadians are. hes: inclined, noriare 


they qualified to take part in a popular govern» 
ment; indeed the advocates for a Houle of 
Aſſembly ſeem to think (however unjuſtiy) 
that their religion ſhould exclude them ub 
| 1 nene ee | tk 28] 


' Fbadifbnded ook og Wa are « ſarled 
at a diſtance. from the reſt of the inhabitants of 
the province, and widely ſeparated from each 
other: they conſiſt of an aſſemblage of people, 
from different colonies and parts of the empire 
accuſtomed to different modes of government 
and laws, in the various countries from which 
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It is difficult to attempt a defctiption of the 
. a in the Province $7 but it is well 

known, that few amongſt them are andholders, 
or 020 of mach fiied-end: real property in 
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"The eds of the Britidh' Anas» hes 
by their capitals and exertions ſo highly con- 
tribute to the advantage of both the mother 
_ country and her colony, are certainly worthy 
-of the greateſt attention z but it is alſo de- 
ſerbing of ſerious conſideration to judge, 
whether tbheſe interefts are likely to be beſt 
ſought after, and promoted by à Houſe of 
Aſſembly, compoſed, as it muſt be in Canada, or 
by. A Legiſ 
not be more prudent in them to apply for the 
introduction of ſuch regulations only, as (after 


full information on the ſubject 


than they appear now poſſeſſed of) might be 
neemed beſt calculated for the advancement of 
their commercial concerns; rather than to feck 
to ſubvert the preſent ſyſtem of government 
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and laws, in oppoſition to the wiſhes of more 


than eleven parts out of twelve of the inhabi- 


tants, at the riſk of the general tranquillity, 


and evident danger of the ultimate ſeparation 
of the Colony from Great-Britain. 
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OBSERVATIONS, Ge. 


Pun entitled, . A State of the pre- 
ſent Form of Government of the Pro- 


A 


vince of Quebec,” publiſhed in London, and 


diſtributed among the Members of the Houſe 
of Commons, at a time when it was thought 
the affairs of Canada would be agitated in Par 
liament, having found its way to this country, 
it ſeems incumbent upon the Canadians to 
publiſh ſome Obſervations on the ſubject, in 
order to remove the impreſſions, which the 


miſrepreſentations, contained in that pamphlet, 


may have made upon the minds of men, who 
are unacquainted with the Colony. A eitizen 
of Quebec, whoſe ſituation has enabled him to 
procure ſome knowledge of the affairs of Ca- 


nada, though ſenſible of his incapacity iu other 


reſpects, undertakes the taſk, eſpecially as he 
knows that his countrymen, repoſing an entire 
confidence in his Majeſty and his Miniſters, 
and to whom their ſentiments are well known, 
will never colleQively enter into the lifts with 


an 2 anonymous author. The Canadians know 
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„„ 
and feel ſenſibly the nn they muſt 


labour under in any appeal to the public, from 


the peculiarity of their fituation—Unconnected 


by ties of perſonal intereſt with any claſs of 
individuals in the mother country - unverſed 


in its language and cuſtoms—unacquainted 


| # with the arts which are there made uſe of, to 
turn the tide of popular opinion in political 
f ſubjects, they are unequal to a conteſt where 


all theſe circumſtances are favourable to their 
opponents : their only and certain reliance. is 
in t the experienced impartial and enlightened 


wiſdom of the Government and Legiſlature of 
Great Britain, at this time ſo juſtly diſtinguiſh- 
ed, by riſing ſuperior to all miſrepreſentations 


and prejudices, when the welfare and happineſs 
of the ſubjects of any part of her dominions are 


at ſake... 1 


Though men in general will acquieſce with 


the author of the. pamphlet, in the eulogium. 
with which he commences, . of the Britiſh 


conſtitution, of goverament, as it is eſtabliſhed 


in King, Lords and Commons, yet many, eſpc- 


cially fince the troubles. aroſe on the continent 


of North America, have doubted how. far the 
mother country acted with prudence and policy, 
in introducing a. fimilar form of government 
f into her colonics; 5 and few perſons acquainted 
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with the ſtate of this province, or who are at- 
tached to the intereſt of the mother country, 


do think ſuch form of government fit to be 


introduced into it. The act of the 14th of the 


King, Which regulates the government, was 
the refult of the information which his Ma- 


jeſty”: s Miniſters had received from the Gover- 
nors, and other principal officers, during the 
ten years which had ſucceeded the introduction 
of civil government into the province. The 
juſtice and policy of that a&, and the motives 
which induced the legiſlature to enact it, are 
well delineated in a pamphlet publiſhed at the 
time, and to which reference may be had *. 
It is true, ſome Canada merchants in the city 
of London remonſtrated upon the occaſion, and 
preſented a petition to his Majeſty, requeſting 
him to withbold his affent from it; but expe- 
rience hath evinced how groundleſs their fears 
were, © from the perſecuting ſpirit of the 
«© Romiſh Religion, &c.” The natives of 
the country (as in juſtice they ought) though 
Catholicks, have been admitted into offices of 
truſt and profit, and, in their different ſtations, 
have teſtified as much zeal and attachment to 


*.E gti led, 6 The Juſtice and Policy of the AQ of Pies ww 


liament for making more effectual Proviſion for the Go» 
rs of the Province of Quebec, aſſerted and proved.“ 
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dme Britich government as ar of their fellow 
135 ſubjects. Wks: | 
"It 8 an e eee principle, *. gorern- 


ment was inſtituted for the good of the people. 


| It was that principle which induced the legiſla- 
tute of Great Britain, to grant to a conquered 
people a law fo equitable and ſalutary; and to 
chat principle they look forward for the conſer- 


vation of that law, as the certain means of en- 


Joying, under the protection of Great Britain, 


their religion, liberties and laws. That the 
ſtatute of the 14th of the King, was diſagree- 
able to the majority of the new ſettlers, who 


had reſorted to the province ſince the year 
1763, is admitted. That the emiſſaries of the 


neighbouring colonies (which, at the time of 


its paſſing were ripe for revolt) availed them- 


ſelves of this circumſtance, to indiſpoſe them, 


and the lower claſs of Canadians, againſt their 
government, is equally certain; but the grati- 


tude with which that liberal ſtatute inſpired 
the nobleſſe, the clergy, and the proprietors 


of lands, operated greatly to preſerve the Cana- 
dians in their fidelity and allegiance to his 


Majeſty, though the province was, for ſeven 


months, (from cauſes not neceſſary to be now 
enquired into) in the poſſeſſion of the rebels. 
Fortunately for Canada no Houſe of Aſſembly 


had 


„ 

had e ever been introduced, otherwiſe, perhaps, 
had the people been accuſtomed to ſuch meet- 
ings, Mr, Franklyn, and the other Mem- 
ber of Congreſs, who were ſent to Montreal 
in the ſpring, 1776, would have ſucceeded in 
organizing the country (as the phraſe is) to a 
ſtate of liberty, or union with the American 
States,——lt will ſcarcely be controverted, 
that the natives of Canada are a moſt decided 
majority of the inhabitants reſiding in it, and that 
the reſpectable name of THz PEOPLE, can only 
be applied to them, and not to the Britiſh, Iriſh, 
Americans, or Germans, who have reſorted to 
the province fince the year 1763, who (were 
| they all of the ſame ſentiments, which is by no 
means the caſe) do not com poſe the 12th part 
of the inhabitants of the province of Quebec, 
It is evident, from the petitions, memorials, 


&c. publiſhed laſt year in the Gazette, by order 


of his Excellency Lord Dorcheſter, and by him 


tranſmitted to the Secretary of State, that Tur 
PEOPLE, far from being defirous of a change 
of their government and laws, are anxious for 
the preſervation of both. It is ſaid, by the 
author of the pamphlet, that there is a petition, 
in 1784, lying before the Houſe of Commons, 
for the repeal of the Quebec Act, and the eſta. 
bliſkupent of a Houle of Aſſembly, ſigned by 
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5 upward of 2 368 e be the province, 
in Which number are all the old, and the moſt 
reſpectable of the new ſubjects: the ſignatures 


to this petition have never been publiſhed, and, 


A therefore, their reſpeetabihiy e cannot be traced. 


It is to be obſerved, that, in another part of 
the pamphlet, the author ſtates the number of the 


ll ſubjects to be 28, 600: They mult then have 
Increaſed miraculouſſy fince the year 1784, if 
it be true that the above petition, which had 
only 2,300 ſignatures, comprehends all the old, 
and the moſt reſpectable of the new, ſubjects.” 
In the fame year, 1784, a petition, in oppoſition 
to the above, was ſent to the Secretary of State, 
to be laid before his Majeſty, figned by near 


4000 Canadians; and whenever that petition 


ſhall be laid, by his Majeſty's Miniſters, before 
the public, it will be found to be ligned by the 


| _— reſpectablè among the Canadians.” 


It would appear the author of the pamphlet 
expected, that the end for which his publica- 
tion was hazarced, would have been obtained 
before the pamphlet could reach Canada ; 


other wiſe he never would have mentioned the 


reſpectability of the Canadians, who had been 
miſled by ſome of the new ſettlers to ſign 
petitions, for the repeal of the ſtatute of the 
re of the King, and for the eſtabliſhment of 

a Houſe 
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2 Houſe of Aſſembly ME Though it cannot be 


doubted that his Excellency Lord Dorcheſter, 


in tranſmitting the petitions, memorials, re- 


ports, and other papers, which have been 
preſented to him, has informed his Majeſty's 
Miniſters where the reſpectability of cha- 
racter amongſt the Canadians reſides; yet it 
may be permitted to a Canadian, to inſert, 


for the information of people in England, a 


liſt of his countrymen at Quebec, who, with- 
out. the leaſt authority, arrogate to themſelves 


the title of a Committee for the Canadians, 


who figned the petition in 1784, with their 
ſtations in life annexed to it: 


A. Panet, Advocate. 


L. Deſcheneaux, Notary. 


So Anglois, fils, Shopheeper. 
L. Duniere, Mercbant. 


E. Pinguet,  Shopheeper. 

J. Ballarge, Carpenter. 

A, , Shopkeeper. 

Jacques elde Traiteur, A perſon who fur- 
niſbes dinners or entertainments. 

P. Emond, Carpenter. 

P. Dufav, Shopkeeper. 

J. Perrault, Merchant. 

8. W Pere, 22 
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| far from being anti- commercial. It was not 


(61. 
bey may be very good men in a reſpec 
tive ſtations, but certainly they cannot come 


under the denomination. of the moſt reſpecta- 
ble of the Canadians ; and yet, ſuch as they are, 


they may be the moſt reſpectable amongſt 


thoſe, who, in 1984, need the eee for an 


Houſe of Aſſembly. 


"the poople of Canada are in alt wall ſativhed 


wiets the preſent form of government ; their 
_ perſonal liberty is ſecured to them by an Or- 
dinance, recommended by his Excellency, 


Governor Haldimand, and paſſed the 2gth April, 
1984, which gives them the benefit of the 


Writ of Habeas Corpus, in as ample a manner 
as their fellow ſubjects, in England, enjoy it; 


their property is protected by the laws, uſages, 


and cuſtoms of Canada, to which, by long ex- 
perience of their fitneſs for their country, they 


are ſtrongly attached. Their laws are by no 
means unfavourable to commerce; they are 
peculiarly adapted to prevent inſolvent debtors 


from giving undue preference to favoured cre- 


ditors; and, as ſuch, if the London merchants 
knew their own real intereſts, ought to be pray- 
ed to be continued, inſtead of being deſired to 
be abrogated by them. The Edict of 1673, or 
Code Marchand, as it is generally called, is 


the 


k 


Lind 


u! 


the rk of the King of France, or kis Mi- 
niſters alone it was the reſult of conſultations, 


with the moſt diſtinguiſhed merchants in that 
kingdom ; and has, with very few alterations, 
been continued for more than a century, to be 
the law of a country, where commerce, and the 
benefits of it, are certainly not unknown, All 
the penal parts of that Edict are abrogated, by 
the Statute of the 14th of the King ; and the 
Ordinance of the Governor and Legiſlative 
Council of the year 1777. which enacts, That 


in all judgments, in ſuits between merchant 


and merchant, and for goods and wares ſold 
and delivered, execution ſhall go (provided 
after diſcuſſion of the moveable and immoveable 
eſtates of the defendant, the amount of the 
judgment ſhall not have been levied) againſt 
the body of the defendant, has abrogated, in 
compliance with the policy of Great-Britain, 
in not extending the Bankrupt Laws to her 
colonies, that part of the Code Marchand, 
which, upon a ceſſio bonorum, diſcharged the 
debtor from any purſuit of an individual credi- 
tor. The judgment of the Provincial Court 


of Appeals, which declares the Code Marchand 
in toto, not to be in force, under pretence that 


it was not enregiſtered, and which is Cited in 
the n to the Pamphlet, i is now in appeal 
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10 before the King i in Council; whe it? juds: - 
ment was given in the Pencil Chi 6 
Appeals, the Court was compoled of William 
Smith, Eſq; . Chief Juſtice . Meſſrs. Finlay, 

/ Harriſon, Delery, Henry Caldwell, William 

Grant, and Compte Dupte: that the majority 

of theſe Judges . coincided. with the Chief 
Juſtice. in the Judgment aforeſaid, cannot be 
be: matter of ſurprize to any perſon who reads the 
1. declarations of Hu gh Finlay, George Powhal, 

= 4 and William Grant, inſerted i in the Appendix 
Ame. che Pamphlet; whereby, in contradiction to 
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1 e duty as Judges, they do not heſitate to 


hoped, for the credit of theſe gentlemen, that 

_ Author of the Pamphlet has given an un- 
ttue, as it is a mutilated extract of their depo- 

| fitions, in the courſe of the inveſtigation in 
queſtion. That Judgment of the Provincial 


Court of Appeals is by no means approved or 
_ confidered as legal in the province; where it 
is well known that the Code Marchand, and 
other Edicts, though not regiſtered in the pro- 
vince, were uniformly recognized by the in- 
fetior Courts, the Council Superior, and by 


the Intendants i in their _ Spot Is it to be 
1 | ; + imagined 


| the Statute of the.14th of the King, and their 


tay, that they decided cauſes in the Court of 
Appeals by the Engliſh Law. It is to be 


Lo 


imagined that thefs Courts, in which there 
were” lawyers” from France, and at the de- 
liberation of Which the Procureur General 


_ or that the Intendunte, who were 
{eq aently ſelekted from the Parliaments of 


Frince,” and! ſeverar of them lawyers of great 


emliſenbe and reputation, could, for the ſpace 
or. Hlasty years, remain in 10 great an error, 


as to, found their judgments upon a lau that 


was | 'not in force in the country? The truth is, 


that” che Provincial Court of Appeals was 


(joined to a love of innovation) mifled, from 


the circumſtance” of the Code Civil of 1667, 
or ſüch parts bf” it as were found adequate to 
Caniada, being ordered to be regiſtered, without 


advekting to the cauſe, vz. Thie Superior 
a Conntit hat reprefented to the Court of 


66. France, that the Code Civil, in all its parts, 
* wäs not fit for the country, and had pro- 
* poſed a reform in it; the reform was ap- 


proved; and herefbre; as a deviation from 
r the Edicts of the kingdom of France, thete 


te was a neceſſity for its being regiſtered, for 


ec the information And guidance of the people.“ 
The Code Criminel, though affuredly of the 


utmoſt importance, was never regiſtered; the 


Superior Council had never propoſed or ob« 
tajned 7 innovation from it: but would it 
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when they tried perſons and gave judgments 
againſt them by that Code, from the year of the 
erection of the Superior Council, to the con- 


queſt of Canada, by the Britiſh Arms, in 1760. 


The judgment is Sub Judice, and it would have 


been better, or at leaſt more candid in the 


Author of the Pamphlet, either not to have 


Þ made mention of it, or to have publiſhed 90 
the ſame time the judgment of the Court of 


Pn Lax) - 5 
+ E * Y- 2 6s £2 "AS . * bl 8 0 


i Common-Pleas that was reverſed thereby.— 
The intention of publiſhing. it could only be 


ene of thoſe pious frauds or miſrepreſentations 


which abound in the Pamphlet, to ſhew the ne- 


ceffity of the interference of Parliamen t, in 
ſettling the affairs of the province. What 


greater miſrepreſentation can there be than the 


argument which is adduced from the com- 


plaints which the Canadians, in ſeveral of their 
Petitions and Addreſſes, make againſt the pre- 


cipitation with which, the Legiſlative Council 
has made alterations in the form as well as 
ſubſtance of their Municipal Laws, viz. that 
the Commercial Laws of England ſhould, in 


the gro/e, be introduced into the province, — 


The very oppoſite concluſion is to be en 


from theſe complaints, Viz. that the number 
| of 


not beabſurd, in the Fe degree, to infer 
- from, thence, that the Judges were in an error, 


R 


b a 
of natives in the Legiſlative NES ſhould be 


| increaſed, and that the Governor of the pro- 
vince, to whom the recommendation wrde e 


belongs, ſhould be careful in the choice of fit 


perſons ; and if, after that meaſure ſhould be 


carried into execution, experience ſhould point 
out any part of the laws, uſages, and cuſtoms 
of Canada, that are anti-commercial, the Ca- 
nadians will, with chearfulnefs, affift in re- 
pealing them, or adopting ſuch cuſtoms from 


the laws of England, or of any other country, 


which may better promote the intereſts of | 


trade and commerce, to the- benefit of the 
Mother Country. 

The petition of ſome of the 100 merchan ts, 
trading to the province, for the abrogation of 
the. Commercial Laws of Canada, and ſubſti- 
tuting thoſe of England in lieu of them, is 


evidently founded upon prejudice, want of 
| proper information, and upon the miſrepreſen· 
tations of the perſons to whom they have libe- 


rally, but imprudeatly, given large and exten- 


ſive credits, made with a view to juſtify or pal- 
Tate their own bad-fortune or miſconduct. 


It is to be hoped, that a Britiſh Houſe of 
Commons will have better information, before 
they deprive a whole people of their municipal 


laws, and of the benefit of an act of Parliament, 


under 
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4 1 22 4 | 
(Z',., | wyader. which, after fourteen years v experience, 
. 1 Wes declare they gan, in the molt ample: man- 
A | = ner, enjoy their religion, laws, and liberties. | 8 
= _, Nothing: has yet. been obſerved. with regard 
=o to the ſecurity, which the ſtatute of the 24th. of 
wa King gives to the Canadians, of the free 
xercile of their religion the clauſe which 
_ enacts, that no Ordinance, paſſed, by the Fo. 
vernor and Legillative Councal,. which touc es 
religion, ſhall. be put in force. till after it {hall 
have. received his, Majelly's, approbation, muſt 
alone render it dear to the Canadians, and 
ſtamp it with. the character of. being conferred 
= upon an adopted people, by a liberal and en- 
_  lightencd nation. The ſame ſtatute limits the 
= | power of the Governor and Legillative Council 
in many other. reſpects advantageous to the 
people. of the province; and to ſuppoſe that 
* Canadians, as long as they remain Catho- 
lies, could wiſh for a repeal of that law is al- 
moſt ſynonimous to ſappoling i it poſſible f for the 
inhabitants of a whole country. to wich their 
5 own. deſtruction, or, in the law term, to be 
Fl , e. The. Canadians haye many and 
vn ſtrong objections to a Houle of Aſſembly; but 
_ == the principal is, that they wich (and they know 
it is their intercſt) to remain under the Britiſh 


; they have not been ſoi inattentive 
to 
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dul has paſſed on the continent of North 
America, during thoſe ſixteen years, not to be | 
perfectly ſenſible of the facility with which 1 
Hovles of Aſſembly have been made, or be- A 
come the inſtruments, in the hands of n ' 
ing men, of ſedition and revolt. . 
The inconſiſtencies with which the Pamphlet 1 
is replete, can hardly eſcape the moſt inatten- ; 
tive reader. If the author is to be credited, WE 
the province of Quebec labours under the _ 4 
: greateſt oppreſſion z the preſent ſyſtem of go- | 35 
vernment is inimical to commerce, population, 4 
agriculture, &c. The accounts given of the ex- 
ports from the province, in 1788, compared 
with thoſe of any former period, will beſt 1 
evince how ill- grounded is his aſſertion, in | A 
this reſpect: he avers, that in 1766, When a yl 
rerenſement was made by order of General 
Murray, the numbers of men, women, and 
children, amounted to no more than 69,000; 
and that, in the year 1784, when another re- 
 cenſement was made by Governor Haldimand, 4 
the numbers amounted to 150,000, of whom Bo 
28,000 were antient ſubjects and their deſcend- if 
ants, © -who had reſorted to the country. The / 
enereaſe is exagperated, being only to 130,000, 
ddt ſtill it is ſufficient to ſhow, that under the 


preſent fyitem of | oa: population en- 
"AQ creaſed 
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be principally from the 28, ooo antient ſubje 
and their deſcendants, for as late as 1786, the 
number of loyaliſts, men, women and children, 
victualled by government, did not exceed 6, 600; 
ane it will not be preſumed, that the perſons 
who were entruſted with the care of victualling 
them, would diminiſh their numbers: a pretty 
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ereaſed in as great a 8 as under any 


other. I am afraid the great number to be 
deducted from the author's calculation, muſt 


juſt, eſtimate of the numbers of the other anti- 


ent ſubjects in the province, may be formed 


from the militia rolls thereof, of the towns of 


Quebec and Montreal, which, including Ger- 
mans, and other non- natives, may, together, 
amount to about 1000 men; ſo that the whole 
number of ſouls may be calculated at about 
3000. The number of emigrants. from the 
United States of America fince the above pe- 
riod of 1786, is not, nor can be ed 

with equal ACQUFUCF, 11 57 


The author of the de is en 


miſinformed, with regard to the diſtrict of 
Heſſe, formerly Detroit, being chiefly inhabit- 
ed by Britiſh and American ſettlers: the truth 
is, that the Canadians are a moſt decided majo- 
"rity of the inhabitants in that diſttict. I ſhall 
only obſerve, with regard to theſe new diſtricts, 


that 


{5 9 
that the eſtabliſment of them Was thought by 
many to be very precipitate; and the ptoduc- 


tion of that ſpirit of innòvation, which has 


taken place within theſe few years ; and if ia- 
conveniences ſhall reſult from theſe diſtricts, 
they can only be attributed to that ſpirit. The 
legiſlatures of every kingdom have long wiſhed, 
and endeavoured to put an end to the diverſity 


of Jaws, which, from various cauſes, may have 
been eſtabliſhed" in different parts of the ſame, 


neceffarily and nearly connected together; and, 
therefore, it may be a matter of doubt, how far 


the legiſlature of the province of Quebec, in 
which there is one known and written law, 


eſtabliſhed by Act of Parliament, did right 
to create a diverſity of law in the ſeparate dif- 
tricts: the ordinance, relative to theſe diſtricts, 
can only be conſidered as a law of experiment, 
and momentary convenience, and expires in the 


year 1791, when, it is to be hoped, the rage of 


innovation being paſt, the Legiſlative Council 
will proceed with deliberation to make perma- 
nent regulations for the proceedings in the 
Courts of Juſtice. 

I cannot conclude without ob on hi 
want of candour in the author of the Pamphlet, 
publiſhing mutilated extracts from the inveſti- 
n into the paſt adminiſtration of juſtice: 
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Extra 0 an Addreſs of the Legiſlative Council 


to his Excellency Governor Haldimand, 2d March, 
Wi 80. ' 


e of, 


Governor Haldimand's Spee to the 200” 
10 Council, 22d March, 1784. 


Ne in. 


Addreſs of hs Legiſlative Council to > his Büssing 


Governor Haldimand, and his Excellency's Anſwer, 
29th April, 1784. 
Ne Iv. 

Ordinance i the Governor and Legiſlative Council 
of l introducing the Writ of Habeas Corpus, 


Wa. Ne V. 
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Extract from the Addreſs of the Legiſlatiye Council of the 
2d of March, 1780, to his Excellency Governor Hal- 
dimand. 


We have further to add, that the plan by which we 
2 have regulated our conduct, as the Legiſlative Council, 
| e has been to purſue thoſe meaſures which appeared to us 


and. to keep it dependent on Great Britain: We are ſen- 
40 ſible, that ſome alterations may, and ought to be made, 
in the laws and cuſtoms of Canada; but we apprehend 
<< that thoſe ſhould be made with moderation, and be more 
( the effects of experience, than of any pre-conceived 
« theory or opinion; and in the preſent critical ſtare of 
„ the Britiſh empire, it is with regret that we find our- 
« ſelves obliged, by our duty to the King, to mention to 
your Excellency, the bad effects which the reports circu- 
<« lated every ſummer, of changes to be made in the mode 
<« of adminiſtering the affairs of the province, have upon 


6 furniſh 


c the beſt calculated to ſecure the province to his Majeſty, 


<« his ſervice, They diſquiet the minds of the people, and 


2 = 
- ” 2 — 
a ARNE 


o ©: 30 „ ; 
| „ee faroith plauſible pretences to the emiſſaries of the bend 
Xx « ed colonies, and the other enemies of the ſtate, to inſi- 
es nyate that nothing is permanent under.a Britiſh govern- 
„ ment, And the Quebec Act, the reſult of the generous 
and tolerating ſpirit which diſtinguiſhes an enlightened 
« age and nation, was the effect of a narrow and intereſted 
« policy, and would be repealed as ſoon as the ends, for 
«a which it was made, were effected. W 
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. The Governor's 1 to the mann Couldeit, at the 
| So | Go 90s we the! enen e, 220 ex. 1784. 


| 11 have delayed ey you together, mY this day, ji in ex- 
Wen of diſpatches from home, in conſequence of the 
definitive treaty of peace, which is ſaid to have been fi igned 
Audi ratified laſt September, woe of which T have not received 
© 7 SAS 3 n information. _ 
I,x has been always a matter of ragrot with me, that the 
=. Pn of publ'c affairs did not permit me, to recommend 
to your conſideration, an Ordinance, for the betler ſecurity 
of the liberty of the ſubject; T now recommend, to you 
that object, of which T have never Joſt 6 ht, and which is 
a to a on eee 


4 5 7 $424 TS hs, 72 j N 
N I 6 by A 
V4 - 4 N os 4 
5% : ku 9 s 2 
1 8 " - ot 


CE ITN 
aa 


1 . 
= 22 : 4 
r lf 


PU A Oo A ould e Lie St, * 
3 


* _ — - 2 N 7 1 hs _— 4 A ee 2 1 9 1 
5 Yo + 4 2 * 2 l 2 » IF 9 g 9 n 2 — "0. n 1 r 4, a * LI ET EIT = _ > \ * 5 N = 
— : ” p. 2 * Bo - n. is RY F? 2 - \ 5 5 o „* „ „„ e wh eee : 2 
6 5 WIS + an dtd * N 19% 2X l 80 o o - * 
2 r 3 A ren Ke 4% rh 2 * & Fg a a At 7 5 ek N „ „ 
_—_— {1 * % 4 er o — 5 0 ESE? N 2 e 2 n = * 16 l ARISE Wr m. „ 3 — I _—_ * . 
— 1 . OE NE ras I - K. 2 PA ©, Is * Fu 1 h Mop oY LOND TY E VL - 4 88 oe ” 
— 1 * 8 2 8 Wa 5 N 4 - n Fo ho, we 8 Os OY 
. \ L a c RY bat E n * 1 . * Vue VEE Ba 9 * 
— * » - 1 * ' N <% 2 4 0 7 * "WL 11 9 5 [4 2 
> Fs * "i. IL 55 ee ry 65 WE 2 RY PO OY 1 A Eo Ft 2 wn Te . 5 1 8 — 
— x " F 0 . r A q 9 ty a * 1 E * © Fg: in Me 2 * * q br: 4 N 
* a $5 7 at $i 4 abs 5% * 54 EAN ets © . 5 + dirt gn Wakes = 5 r : Jy WY W's 5 bes INT COPS LPT GE ESSEN bf WEARER» 2 n A r * we br, 
* £6, | 5 2 , Fx 
2 US. . r = 1 _ 2 A 8 n FI 4 N > 4 K b 8 f 4 22 12 "7 2 
ſe . 7 NVE N e Den N A Ae r ee 95 2 1 3 \ ps — * Ne N > bl — — 5 _—_ , — ag; ef 4 "IT _ [TER * * ay * a * ni Seu 2 5 ed el 
r HEN F MC af fe > Fa N e ene 7 Pa hay SHONE; . * RY, * : 3 — 2 ” * 3 p . 8 . acl 2 27. 3 r 2 9 Sat: 5 . = 7 * e - N * 
LLP FS he * 8 3 8 % nr . 0 N * * t ** f FAS IS Et, * * 7 eG b IS vs" 5 * a 3 > 0 
8 e * af 9 9 pe. 4 — bs ag ory 8 * 4 « - * 69s op = £ 
— A = LL RO K . N e 


n 
NE 
* 5 


N 


70 — , 4 e — 
** r r 3 
ce fon $ . 2 7 2 q * Lat 
EOS, we N 5 


5 
25 
* 

* 


3 


— 


—— 


N ls o 


a "9. vc 
s Wen „reren — s A. 3.» Dy PI 
ee n 3 Us 4 ——— rr. 


N „ * a, 1H F : 
+ #. N * 
*, . N PA I PE 1 — 1 43-4 "Ls rn * a 


_ 


K * 1 
An Ordi inance, for the regiſtry of deeds and titles, which 
convey or carry mortgage upon houſes, lands, and heredita- 


ments, appears to be very much wanted, and to merit the 


attention of the legiſlature. 


The ordinances, for the regulation and eſtabliſhment of 
ws and for regulating the Maitres de Poſt, if not renewed, 


expire with the preſent ſeſſion. With regard to the firſt, it 


is my duty to obſerve to you, that nothing can be more ac- 
ceptable to his Majeſty, than an attention, on the part of 
the legiſlature of the ., that the * ale be as 
moderate as poſſibleQ. 


In conſequence of your addrefs to me e lll 905 con- 


P the diſeaſe which originated at St. Paul's Bay, the 
Vicar-General was required to write circular letters to the 


curates. I was happy to find, by their anſwers, that the 
number of perſons infected, was by no means ſo great as had 
been repreſented. The poor in the pariſhes adjacent to 
Quebec, have been attended and cured by my orders, and 
care will de taken that the fame attention ſhall be conti- 


nued. 
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ED. . 3 Frederick Hildimand, eee 
. N 0 . Genetal and Governor in Chief of the Province 
j of Quebec, General and Commander in Chief of 
dais Majeſty's Forces in the ſaid ede ee the 
WR.” Fer Ae Mae wes 1 _ 908 Shut, 
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Mey it plete your Excelleny, at a 


his Majeſty's paternal goodnels, in the | gracious protection 
he has granted to the people of this province, during | the 
troubles which have diſtracted the greateſt part of the conti- 
nent of North America. At the ſame time, we. take the 
opportunity of renewi og our ſolicitations to your Excellency, 

that you will be pleaſed to convey to his Majeſty, the ſenſe 
we have of the great advantage which has accrued to the 


it, from the Act of Parliament which was paſſed in their 
favour, the 14th year of his Majeſty's reign z the continua- 
tion of which law, the reſult of that generous and tolerating 

ſpirit which diſtinguiſhes the Britiſh nation, will be the 
means of rendering the people of this province indiſſolubly 
attached to the mother ccuntry, and happy i in the enjoyment 
of their religion, laws, and liberties. | 


| Council-Chamber, 0 Hxuxr * ultron, Prof 
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liberty to Ka n to your Ee, our. gratitude 5 | 


7 _ 6 ©» people of this province, and to the tranquility and ſafety of . 
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ö F. | Governor's Anſwer to the forging: 


g Geadenen, 


1 will tranſmit your ts. to ha Pee, of 1 2 | 
be laid before his Majeſty. The Ordinance paſſed this 
ſeſſions, for ſecuring the perſonal liberty of the ſubject, will 
contribute to remove the prejudices of the miſguided againſt 


the act of Parliament which regulates the province, and at 


the malicious and deſigning, t« to create confuſion and diſſen= 
tion within it. 25 


Caltle of St. 1 at Quebec, 5 8 5 
II * * 5 „ 


An Ack of the Legiſlative Council of Quebec, introducing 
the Writ of Habeas Corpus there, 29th April, 1784. 
Anno Viceſimo quarto Gron ci III. Regis. Onar. ul. 
ANY O N 


For ſecuring the Liberty of the Subjeft, and for — 1 


Impriſonmenti out of this Province. 


WHEREAS it hath graciouſly pleaſed the King” : 
Moſt Excellent Majeſty, in his inſtructions to his Excel- 
oY the — and Governor i in Chief of this 
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; 1 85 . 1 to commit 0 the „ i the con- 
| fideration of making due proviſion for the ſecurity of the 


perſonal liberty of his ſubjects therein, and to ſuggeſt that, 


for that purpoſe, the Legiſtature could not follow a better 
example, than that which the common law of England 
hath fer, in the proviſion made for a writ of Habeas Corpus, 


which is the right of every Britiſh ſubject in that kingdom: 


Be it declared and enacted by his Exrellency the Captain- 
GBegneral and Governor in Chief of this Province, by and 
with the advice and conſent of the L 
' thereof, and by the bange of the” fans it pens A de- 


giſlative Counci! 


GT ena, #9, 


For | A 1 u 1 1 c 1 E I. | 
Twas from and after the day of the publication of this 


, Eo Ordinance, all perſons who ſhall be or ſtand committed 
bor detained in any priſon within this province, for any 


criminal or ſuppoſed criminal offence, ſhall of right be 
entitled to demand, have and obtain from the Court of 


King's-Bench in this province, or from the Chief Juſtice 


thereof, or from the Commiſſioners for executing the office 


of Chief Juſtice, reſpectively, or from any Judge or 


Judges of the ſaid Court bf King's-Bench, the writ of 
Habeas Corpus, together with all the benefit and relief re- 


- ſulting therefrom, at all fuch times, and in as full, ample, 
"perfect, and beneficial a manner,” and to all intents, uſes, 


ends, and purpoſes, as his Majeſty's ſubjects within the 


realm of England, who may be or ſtand committed or de- 

rained in any prifon within that realm, are there entitled 

t that writ, and the benefit arifing 58 oy the 
common and ſtatute laws thereof. 2 


| | * 1 4 1 c Le II. 
hes for the prevention of delays which may be uſed by 


Sheriffs, — and other officers and perſons, to whoſe 
| | cuſtody 


> 4 
A 


— SD. Aa — y a——_ <4. E 


1 


8 4 0 


9 ny of the King 8 ſubjects may be committed or 
detained, for criminal or ſuppoſed criminal matters, in 


making returns of writs of Habeas Corpus to them directed; 
it is hereby further declared, ordained, and enacted, by the 
authority aforeſaid, That whenſoever any perſon or perſons 
ſhall bring any writ of Habeas Corpus, directed unto any 
Sheriff, Gaoler, Miniſter, or other perſon whatſoever, for 
any perſon i in his or their cuſtody, and the ſaid writ ſhall 
be ſerved upon the ſaid officer, or left at the gaol or priſen 


with any of the under-officers, under-keepers, or deputy 
of the ſaid officers or keepers, that the ſaid officer or 
officers, his or their under-officers; under keepers, deputies, _ 


or other perſons, ſhall, within three days after the ſervice 


thereof as aforeſaid [unleſs the commitment aforeſaid were 7 


for treaſon or felony plainly and ſpecially expreſſed in the 


Warrant of commitment] upon payment or tender of the 


charges of bringing the ſaid priſoner, to be aſcertained by 
the Chief Juſtice, Commiſſioner or Commiſſioners for 
executing the office of Chief Juſtice, or Judge or Judges 
of the Court that awarded the fame, and endorſed upon 
the ſaid writ, not exceeding three ſhillings per league; 
and upon ſecurity given, by his own bond, to pay the 


charges of bringing back the priſoner, if he ſhall be re- 
manded by the Court, Chief Juſtice, Commiſſioner, or 


Commiſfioners, Judge or Judges, to which or whom he 
ſhall be brought, according to the true intent of this pre- 
ſent Ordinance, and that he will not make any eſcape by 
the way, make return of ſuch writ, and bring, or cauſe to 
be brought the body of the party ſo committed or reſtrained 
unto or before the Chief Juſtice, or Commiſſioners for 
executing. the office of Chief Juſtice, or Judges of the ſaid 
Court of King's-Bench, from whence the ſaid writ ſhall 
iſſue, or unto or before ſuch other perſon or perſons 


before whom the ſaid writ is made returnable, according to | 
the command thereof; and ſha!l then likewiſe certify the 
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or true. PEPE of his' ye ag or. "i, l the 
commitment of the ſaid party be in any place beyond the 
. diſtance of ten leagues, from the place or places where ſuch 


court or perſon is or ſhall be reſiding; and if beyond the 


diſtance of ten leagues, and not above thirty leagues, then 


within. the ſpace of ten days; and if beyond the diſtance 


15 25 thirty leagues, and not above ſixty leagues, then within 
the ſpace of twenty days; and if beyond the diſtance of 
- fixty leagues, and not above one hundred leagues, then 


within che ſpace of forty days; and if beyond the diſtance 


_ of one hundred leagues, then within the ſpace of three 
months, if from the firſt day of March to the twentieth of 
September, otherwiſe in the ſpace of eight months, after 
ſuch delivery and ſervice of the writ as aforeſaid, and not 
=: longer... But if ſuch payment or tender ſhall not be made 
by the perſon bringing the writ to the Sheriff, Gaoler, 


Mi.iniſter, or otber perſon, as aforeſaid, ſuch Sheriff, Gaoler, 


| Miniſter, or other perſon, ſhall return the writ with the 


'  xrue cauſes of the impriſonment or detainer, without bring- 


ing, or cauſing to be brought, the body of the perſon com- 


_ mitted or reſtrained, as it may be thereby commanded ; and 


ſhall certify on the back thereof, that a default of ſuch 


payment or tender, is the reaſon and cauſe that the body 
of the perſon is not brought therewith ; ; which Thall be 


1 7 deemed a ſufficient return, 


** 


„ 


. ArTicte III. 


And to the intent that no ſheriff, . or other officer, 


| may pretend ignorance of the import of any ſuch writ; Be 


it enacted, declared and ordained, by the authority afore- 


faid, Thar all ſuch writs ſhall be marked in this mannec 


« By virtue of an Ordinance paſſed in the twenty-fourth year 


of the reign of his maje}ly ting Gone the Third” and ſhall 
be figned by the perſon that awards the ſame: and if any 
15 perſon or perſons a be or 88 committed or detained, as 


Tf aforeſaid, 


h 


(other than perſons convict, or in execution by legal pro- 
ceſs) or any one on his or their behalf, to appeal or com- 
plain to the Chief Juſtice, or any one of the Commiſſioners 
for executing the office of Chief Juſtice, or any Judge or 
Judges of the Court of King's Bench; and they, or any one 
of them; upon view of the eopy or copies, of the warrant or 
warrants of commitment and detainer, or otherwiſe upon 


oath made, that ſuch copy, or copies, were denied to be 


given by ſuch perſon, or perſons, in whoſe cuſtody the pri- 
{oner, or priſoners, 4s or are detained, are hereby authoriſed 
and required, upon requeſt made in writing, by ſuch perſon, 
or perſons, or any on his, her, or their behalf, atteſted and 
ſubſcribed, by two witneſſes, who were preſent at the deli- 


very of the ſame, to award and grant an Habeas Corpus, | 


under the Seal of the Court of King's Bench, to be direted 
to the officer or officers, perſon or perſons, in whoſe cuſtody 
the party, ſo committed or detained, ſhall be returnable 
immediate before the faid Chief Juſtice, cr ſuch Commiſſioner 
for executing the office of Chief Juſtice, or Judge of the faid 
Court of King's Bench; and upon ſervice thereof, as afore- 
ſaid, the officer or officers, his or their unde:-officer or un- 
d&cr-officers, under-keeper or under-keepers, or their deputy, 
in whoſe cuſtody the party is ſo committed or detained, 
ſhall, within the times refpectively before limited, bring ſuch 
prifoner-or priſoners before the ſaid Chief Juſtice, or ſuch 
Commiſſioners, or Judges, or any one of them, before whom 
the ſaid writ is made returnable; and in caſe of his abſence, 
before any other of them, with the return of ſuch writ, 
and the true cauſes of the commitment and detainer; ; and 
thereupon, within two days after the party ſhall be brought 
detore them, the ſaid Chief 6 or ſuch Commiſſioner or 
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aforeſaid; fol dy crime (unleſs for felony or treafori, plainty 5 
expreſſed in the warrant of commitment) in the vacation 
time, and out of term or ſeſſions, it ſhall and may be lawful 
to and for the perſon. or perſons ſo committed or detained 
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priſoner ſhall be brought as aforeſaid, ſhall diſcharge the ſaid 


-- priſoner from his impriſonment, taking his or their recogni- 
-  Zance, with one or more ſurety or ſureties, in any ſum which 
mall not be exceflive, according to his or their diſcretion, 
having regard to the quality of the priſoner, and nature of 
the offence, for his or their appearance in the Court of 


King's Bench, at the next ſeſſions or term, or general gao! 
delivery of and for the diſtrict where the commitment was, 
or where the-offence was: committed, or in ſuch other court 


« where the offence is properly cognizable, as the caſe ſhall 
-..- - gequire, and then ſhall certify the ſaid writ with the return 
' + thereof, and the ſaid recognizance or recognizances into the 

aid court where ſuch appearance is to be made; unleſs it 
mall appear unto the ſaid Chief Juſtice, or Commiſſioner or 


Commiſſioners for executing the office of Ciief Juſtice, or 


2 5 Judge or Judges of the ſaid Court of King's Bench, that 


the party io committed, is detained upon a legal proceſs, 
order, or warrant, out of ſome court that hath juriſdiction 


of criminal matters, or by ſome warrant ſigned and ſealed, 
witch the hand and ſea}, either of the Chief Juſtice or of one 
of the Commiſlioners for executing the office of Chief 
1 5 ot of one of the Judges of the ſaid Court of King's 


nch, or of ſome Juſtice or Juſtices, Commiſſioner or Com- 
miſſioners of the Peace, for ſuch matters or offences, for 


. en by the law the nd is not bailable. | 


Arie IV. 


Provided dr and be it enacted, . any perſon 
(ball have wilfully neglected, by the ſpace of two whole 


| ſeſſions or terms of the King's Bench, eſtabliſhed by law, 


for the diſtrict where ſuch detention or. impriſonment may 
be, after his impriſonment, to pray a writ of Habeas Corpus 


; for his enlargement; ſuch perſon fo wilfully neglecting, ſhall 
not have a writ of Habeas Corpus to be granted in don 


. in n purſuance of this Ordinance. 
— | > ARTICLE 


— 


1 30 1 ; 


„ V. 


5 And it is s further enacted, That if any officer or officers; 


bis or their under-officer or under-offlcers, under-keeper or 


under-keepers or deputy, or other perſon, ſhall neglect or 
refuſe to make the return aforeſaid, or to bring the body or 


bodies of the priſoner or priſoners according tothe command 


of the faid writ, within the reſpeclive times aforeſaid, or 
upon demand made by the priſoner, or perſon in his behalf, 


{hall refuſe to deliver, or within the ſpace of fix hours after 
demand, ſhall not deliver to the perſon fo demanding, a 


true copy of the warrant or warrants of commitment and 


detainer of ſuch priſoner (which he and they are hereby re- 
quired' to deliver accordingly) all and every the head goalers 
and keepers of ſuch priſons and ſuch other perſon or perſons 


in whoſe cuſtody the priſoner ſhall be detained, ſhall, for 
the firſt offence, forfeit to the priſoner or party grieved, the 
ſum-of one hundred pounds, lawful money of Great-Bri- 
tain, and for the ſecond offence, the ſum of two hundred 
pounds like lawful money of Great-Britain, and ſhall and 


is heceby made incapable to hold or execute his ſaid office. 
The ſaid penalties to be recovered by the priſoner or party 
grieved, his executors or adminiftrators, againſt ſuch' 
offender, his executors or adminiſtrators, by any action of 
debt, ſuit, Bill, plaint, or information, in the courts of 
Common-pleas, or any other court of record, having origi- 
nal juriſdiction within this province, whetein no priviledge, 


protection, injunction or ſtay of proſecution by nen vult ul- 


terius proſequi, or otherwiſe, ſhall be admitted or allowed, 
or any imparlance or continuances for a longer period than 
three months; and any recovery or judgement, at the ſuit 


of any party grieved, ſhall be a ſufficient conviction for the 


firſt offence; and any after recovery or judgment at the ſuit 


of a party grieved for any offence, after the ficſt judgment, | 


ſhall be a ſufficient conviction to bring the officers or perſon 


within the ſaid W for the ſecond offence. 
ARTICLE 
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| Fr F R T 1 c * K "oe. 
"cc BR 0 and be it ordained by the authority 


ant That if any perſon or perſons, ſubjects of his 


Majeſty, ſhall be committed to any priſon, or in cuſtody of 
ony officer or officers whomſoever, for any criminal, or 


. ſuppoſed criminal matter, that the ſaid perſon ſhall not be 


removed from the (aid. priſon and cuſtody into the cuſtody 


of any other officer or officers, unleſs it be by Habeas Corpus, 
or ſome other legal writ ; or where the priſoner is delivered 

to the conſtable, bailiff, or other inferior officer, to carry 
ſuch prifoner to ſome common gaol ; or where any perſon 
is ſent by order of any Judge of a court of criminal Juriſ- 
- diction, Commiſſioner, or Juſtice of the Peace, to any 
_ common-/work-houſe,, or houſe of correction; or where the 


priſoner is removed from ſome one priſon or place to another 
within the ſame diſtrict, in order to his or her trial or diſ- 
charge in due courſe of law; or in caſe of ſudden fre, or 
infection, or other neceflity : And if any perſon or perſons 


ſhall; after ſuch commitment aforeſaid, make out and ſign 


or countetſign any warrant ot warrants for ſuch removal 
aforeſaid contrary to this Ordinance, as well he that makes 
or ſigns or counterſigns ſuch warrant or warrants, as the 


officer or officers that obey or execute the ſame, ſhall ſuffer 
: i and i incur the pains and forfeitures in this Ordinance before- 
mentioned, both for the firſt and ſecond offence reſpectively, 


w be recovered 855 the parry grieved,. in manner n 


An rie . 


Anv for the preventing unjuſt vexation 155 teltersted 
commitments for the ſame offence, it is further enacted, 
That no p-rſon or perſons, who ſhall be delivered, or ſet 
at large upon any Habeas Corpus, ſhall at any time hereafter, 


'be again impriſoned or committed for the ſame offence, by 


m 3 * 9 ber en by the legal 
pP)rtoceſs 


Fa 


proceſs and order of ſuch court, wherein he or they ſhall 
be bound by recognizance to appear, or other court having 
juriſdition of the cauſe. And if any perſon or perſons 


| ſhall, knowingly, contrary to this Ordinance; re- commit 


or impriſon, or knowingly procure or cauſe to be re- com- 
mitted or impriſoned, for the ſame offence, or pretended 


offence, any perſon or perſons delivered or ſet at large as 


aforeſaid, or be knowingly aiding or aſſiſting therein, then 
he or they ſhall forfeit to the priſoner or party grieved, the 
ſum of five hundred pounds lawful money of Great-Britain, 


to be recovered as aforeſaid, any colourable pretence ot 


variation in the watrant or warrants of commitment not- 
withſtanding. . 


4 Tres VIII. 
171 is bereby further enacted, That if any perſon or per- 


ſons ſhall be committed for high treaſon or felony, plainly 


and ſpecially expreſſed in the warrant of commitment, 
upon his prayer of petition in open court the firſt week of 


the ſeſſions or term of the Court of King's-Bench, and of 


Oyer and Terminer or general gaol delivery for the diſtrict, 
to be brought to his trial, ſhall not be indicted ſome time 
in the next ſeſſions or term of the Court of King's-Bench, 
| Oyer and Terminer, or general gaol delivery, after ſuch 
commitment, it ſhall and may be lawful to and for the 
Chief Juſtice, or Commiſſioners for executing the office of 
Chief Juſtice, or Judges of the ſaid Court of King's- 
Bench, and they are hereby required, upon motion made 


to them in open court, the laſt day of the ſeſſions or term 


of the Court of King's-Bench, and of Oyer and Terminer 


or general gaol delivery, either by the priſoner or any one 


in his behalf, to ſet at liberty the priſoner upon bail; unleſs 
it appears to the Chief Juſtice, or Commiſſioners for 
executing the office of Chief Juſtice, or Judges of the ſaid 


Court of King's-Bench, upon oath made, that the witneſſes | 
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5 for the King al not be produced the 1 or 
term or general gaol delivery. And if any perſon or perſons 
committed as aforeſaid, upon his or their prayer or petition 
in open court, the firſt week of the ſeſſions or term of the 
Court of King's- Bench and of Oyer and Terminer and 
general gaol delivery, held in and for the diſtri where ſuch 
priſoner or priſoners may be committed, to be brought to 
his or their trial, ſhall not be indicted and tried the ſecond 


ſeſſions or term of the Court of King's-Bench and Oyer 


and Terminer and general gaol delivery after his commit- 
ment, or upon his trial all be acquitted, he ſhall be dif- 
charged from his impriſonment, 


- An TIE IX. 


mad always that nothing in this Ordinance ſhall 
extend to diſcharge out of priſon, any perſon charged in 
debt or other action, or with procefs in any civil cauſe, but 
that after he ſhall be diſcharged from his impriſonment for 
fuch his criminal offence, he ſhall be Kept in ir ac- 
cording to LI law, for ſuch other ſuit. 


| An r * 5 
PROVIDED alſo and it is hereby further enafted, That 
it ſhall and may be lawful to and for any prifoner or pri- 


ſoners as aforeſaid, to move and obtain. his or their Habeas | 


- Corpus out of the Court of King's-Bench. And if the 
Chief Juſtice or Commiſſioners for executing the office of 
Chief Juſtice or Judges of the ſaid Court of King” $s-Bench 


in the vacation time, upon view of the copy or copies of 


the warrant or warrants of commitment or detainer, or 
upon oath made that ſuch copy or' copies were denied as 
aforeſaid, ſhall deny any Habeas Corpus by this Ordinance 
required to be granted (being moved for as aforeſaid) they 
ſhall ſeverally forfeit to the priſoner or party grieved the 
ſum of five hundred pounds lawful money of Great-Britain, 


to de recovered i in manner MTU. 
ARTICLE 
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ARTICLE XI. 


AND for preventing. illegal impriſonments in priſons 


without this province, or beyond the ſeas, Be it further 
enacted and declared by the authority aforeſaid, That no 
ſubject of his Majeſty, his heirs or ſucceſſors, that now is 
or hereafter ſhall be an inhabitant or reſident of this pro 
vince of Quebec, ſhall or may be ſent priſoner into any 
province or into any ſtate or place without this province, 
or into any parts, garriſons, iſlands, or places beyond the 


ſeas, which are, or at any time hereafter ſhall be within or 


without the dominions of his Majeſty, his heirs or ſuc- 


ceſſors; and that every ſuch impriſonment or tranſportation 


is hereby enacted and declared to be illegal. And if any 
of the ſaid ſubjects ſhall hereafter be ſo impriſoned, every 
ſuch perſon and perſons ſo impriſoned, ſhall and may for 


every ſuch. impriſonment maintain by virtue of this Ordi- 


nance an action or actions of falſe impriſonment againſt 
the perſon'or perſons by whom he or ſhe ſhall be ſo com- 


mitted, detained, impriſoned, ſent priſoner or tranſported, 


contrary to the true meaning of this Ordinance, and againſt 


all or any perſon or perſons that ſhall frame, coatrive, 


write, ſeal, or counterſign any warrant or writing for ſuch 
commitment, detainer, impriſenment, or tranſportation, 


or ſhall be adviſing, aiding, or aſſiſting in the ſame, or any 
of them; and the plaintiff in every ſuch action ſhall have 
judgment to recover his treble coſts, beſides damages, which 


damages ſo to be given ſhall not be leſs than five huadred 
pounds lawful money of Great-Britain ; in which action 
no delay, ſtay, or ſtop of proceeding by rule, order, or 
command, or any injunction, protection, or privilege what- 
ſoever, nor any more than one imparlance or continuance 
(according to the practice of the court) ſhall be allowed, 
excepting ſuch rule of the court wherein the action ſhall 
depend, made in open court, as ſhall be thought in juſtice 
neceſſary, ve TTY cauſe to be expreſſed in the ſaid rule. 
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Ai tien XII. 


bes ave that nothing in this Ordinance ſhall 
extend to give benefit to any perſon who ſhall, by contract 


in writing, agree with any merchant or owner of any plan- 
tation, or other r perſon whatſoever, to be carried to any pro- 


vince, or to parts beyond the ſeas; ; and receive earneſt upon 


| ſuch agreement, although that e ſuch perſon ſhall 
renounce ſuch contract. | 


| ArzTrcie XI. 
Aup provided always and be it enacted, That if any 
perſon or perſons, lawfully convicted of any felony, ſhal!, 


in open court, pray to be tranſported beyond the ſeas, or 


out of the province, and the court ſhall think fit to leave 
him or them in priſon for that purpoſe, ſuch perſon or per- 


ſons may be tranſported into any parts beyond the ſeas this 


Ordinance or any thing herein 9 to the contrary 


|; notwithſtandi ing 


ARTICLE XIV. 


1 alſo, That if any perſon or perſons at any 
time reſident within this province, ſhall have committed any 
capital offence in Great-Britain, Ireland, or any province, 
iſland, or plantation, of the King, his heits or ſucceſſors, 


Where he or ſhe ought to be tried for ſuch offence, ſuch 


ſon or perſons may be ſent to ſuch place, there to receive 
ſuch trial in ſuch manner as the ſame might have been uſed 
by the common laws of England, before the making of this 
Ordinance; any thing Hereig contained to the contrary not- 
withſtanding. 


ArzTICLE XV. 


| And to the intent that no perſon may avoid his trial at 
the ſeſſions or term of the Court of King's Bench, „oyer and 


4 885 or general goal * by procuring his removal 


before 


— 


'5 AQ) -bws CTY of oo A TY A 


1%] 
before the ſeffions or term of the Court of King's Bench, 


oyer and terminer, or general goal delivery, held in and for 


the diſtrict where he may be committed, at ſuch time as he 
cannot be brought back to receive his trial there, it is fur- 
ther enacted, That after the ſeſſions or term of the Court 
of King's Bench, oyer and terminer, or general goal deli- 
very, proclaimed or advertiſed for the diſtrict where the pri- 
ſoner is detained, no perſon ſhall be removed from the com- 


mon goal of the diſtrict upon any Habeas Corpus granted in 
purſuance of this Ordinance; but upon any ſuch Habeas 


Corpus, ſhall be brought before the Chief Juſtice, or Com- 
miſſioners for executing the office of Chief Juſtice, or 


Judges of the ſaid Court of King's Bench, in open court, 


who is or are thereupon to do what to juſtice ſhall appertain. 


Si ca XVI. 


ProOviIDeD nevertheleſs, That after the ſeſſions are ended 
any perſon or perſons detained in any common goal, may 
have his, her, or their Habeas Corpus according to the direc- 
tion and intention of this Ordinance. 


As. 73c:1.0 AVI. 
& AnD becauſe many times perſons charged with petit- 


« treaſon or felony, or as acceſſories thereunto, ate com- 


« mitted upon ſuſpicion only, whereupon they are bailable 
© or not according as the circumſtances making out that 
i ſuſpicion are more or leſs weighty, which are beſt known 
ce to the Juſtices of the Peace who may have committed 
& ſuch perſons, and have the examinations before them, or 

& to other Juſtices of the Peace in the diſtrict where fork 
te priſoner may be committed: 


Bx it therefore ordained and angle; That where any 
perſon ſhall appear to be committed by any Judge, Com- 
miſſioner, or Juſtice of the Peace, and charged as acceſſary 


* the fact to any petit-treaſon or felony, or upon ſuſ- 
picion 
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[46] 

picion thereof, or with ſuſpicion of petit · treaſon or felony, 
which petit treaſon or felony ſhall. be plainly and ſpecially 
_ expreſſed in the warrant of commitment, that ſuch perſon 
w_ ſhall not be removed or bailed by virtue of this Ordinance 
_ in any other manner than by the common law of Loglend 
V they way be. 1 | 

1 XVIIL 


—_ | Paovipep alſo and it is enacted, That no perſon or 
[ 4 Hl Uh Waren ſhall be ſued, impleaded, moleſted or troubled for 

0 | any offence againſt this Ordinance, unleſs the party offend- 
ing be ſued or impleaded for the ſame within two years, at 
dee moſt, after ſuch time wherein the offence ſhall be com- 
_ mitted, in caſe the party grieved ſhall not be then in priſon, 
j! 1 and if he ſhall be in priſon, then within the ſpace of two 
WW years after the deetaſe of the perſon impriſoned, or his or 
their Ann out of . which ſhall firſt happen. 


. 
Sa RC » ere * 


1 , LIE Bay AR 1 1 E ; 4 « 
þ Ann be it alſo ordained by the authority aforeſaid, That 
if any information, ſuit or action, ſhall be brought or exhi- 
bited againſt any perſon or perſons, for any offence commit- 
ted, or to be commi:ted, againſt the form of this law, it 
ſhall be lawful for ſuch defendants to plead the general iſſue 
that they are not guilty, or that they owe nothing, or to 
plead ſpecially, according as may be the eourſe and practice 
1 of the court where ſuch ſuit may be, and in caſe it be upon 
we ſaid plea of not· guilty, or that he owes nothing, then 1 
#31 to give ſuch ſpecial matter in evidence, which if it had been = 
pleaded more ſpecially, had been good and ſufficient matter 
of law to have diſcharged the ſaid defendant or defendants 
- againft the ſaid information, fuit, or action; and the ſaid 
matter ſo given in Evidence under either of the ſaid general- 


. ſhall be then and there as ehe to him or them, to 
all 
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1 1 ' 
all intents and purpoſes as if he or they bad ſafficiently 


pleaded, ſet forth or alledged the ſame matters in bar or diſ- 


charge of ſuch information, ſuit, or action. 
FRED. HALDIMAND. 
 Ordained and enacted by the authority aforeſaid, and 


paſſed in Council, under the public ſeal of the pro- 


vince, at the council- chamber in the caſtle of St. 
Lewis, in the city of Quebec, the twenty-ninth day 
of April, in the twenty- fourth year of the reign of 
our Sovereign Lord GEORGE the Third, by the 
grace of Gop of GREAT-BRITAIN, France and 
Ireland, King, Defender of the Faith, and ſo forth, 
and in the year of our Lord one thouſand ſeven 
hundred and eighty- four. 


By His ExcsiLency's Command, 
J. WIILI Aus, C. L. C. 


Ne V. 


ExtraQ of the Opinion given by Meſſrs, Mabane and De 


St. Ours, in a Report of a Committee of the Council, 
relating to the Courts of Juſtice of the 11th Jan. 1787. 


Though we are ſenſible that every attention, compatible 


with law and the good government of the province, ſhould 
be given to the Loyaliſts, we beg leave to obſerve to our 


Lordſhip, that by far the greateſt part of the Loyaliſts, 
who took up arms in.defence of his government, during 


the 


* 
a” 
nn N 


* - 
ee foes e er et ee ln rt We 


ER 
r. 


- * 
. 
» 1 
J * 
Rot Sy 
* 4 
$ 7 -4 Sr "TIE N 4 
BY rn a he 3 ) r We 6 e 
1 Bf ARE St: 1 r ern ! Oe . 8 
F \ * 1 2 \ a & 
— * — * — 8 A 2 * * <2 2 g y n by IR 2 EY F N oth.” pol , oy 


. Mes 


| "FF 
the courſe of the Rebellion, are already ſettled in this 
colony, or thoſe of EP NOI yo Brunſwick, and 


7 their dependencies. 
. 5 


To this claſs of men, government. is L old by juſtice . 

; 6 and gratitude to give every protection and aſſiſtance. There 7 
ö may be of theſe meritorious people im the province (their : 
j wives and children comprehended) about fix thouſand ; of 8 
þ them a great number are emigrants from North- "EY : 
L who ſerved in the 84th regiment, the provincial corps of 7 
f Sir John Johnſon, and others, who aſſuredly cannot be a 
| ſuppoſed to have any predilection for laws of which they 5 
is : totally ignorant, Every precaution was taken to make the : 
1 | Loyaliſts and others, before they were diſbanded, acquainted 1 
5 with the conditions upon which the King's lands were to * 


be granted, and none of them could be ignorant, that by 
fixing their reſidence in this province, — became ſubject 
to the laws of it. 15 
In framing laws for the province, FRF FERPRD ſhould 
certainly be had to the opinions and cuſtoms of 113,000 
natives, rather than to thoſe of 6000 ſtrangers. 
The number of Loyaliſts ſettled above Montreal, does = 
not appear at preſent to require a ſeparate diſtrict to be | I 
erected, though that meaſure may become neceſſary in a | 
few years; but by that time, the ſtate of the upper a 
countries, after the evacuation of the poſts without, the 
limits of the province being known, the Legiſlative Council 
will be better able to deliberate upon the meaſure with 
precifion and certainty. 
% With regard to the great number of emigrants from Can 
ic the United States of America, who, we are told, may 8 
e be expected to reſort to this province, provided the laws | * be 
« were made agreeable to them, we think it our duty to all it 
. „ cobſetrve to your Lordſhip, that as theſe men did not 
5 4 ſtand forth in defence of his Majeſty's government, they 
=_ «© can in n general have no claim to its juſtice. or gratitude ; 
| | NON « they 


bo fue =, or At. 2 — 
„ 


. Bos? 


4 N N EE, * 8 18 5 * 2 
. 1 e 5 Nur dr, 28 < £ 
* W 23 n 
- 1 a= — 1 5 * p Ade. E * 
n e 2 eat FIN * * ESE TILED Ws, EEE 

N eee 5 n Ft PO ered ot Tat” So 2 2 F 5 1 > N 1 — 8 COVE OE PV. * 
* is — 4 N 1 * hy * 2 * pa E ” A 97s _ 1 e * » * $25 en \ - 2 *, * 
. 1 rr F / » * 2 n " * 5 1 nn x — \ I by Rr By: 1 N Tay? * . * W | 

9 5 5 * n EO IE þ ene 022 hed 1 a ea LD r & FE, 1 = af * 8 ＋ 

8 ; r > * deere N n 2 W rat "PER" © 50M * D nnn * * 7 

5 8 VCC e r no, * + N TER, N 
— b 8 3 * Ks Nee 2 .. 7 52 8 cos 7 2 n 1 een th \ Per. anne * 5 a A 
*< Sx 2 : 0 5 o A r Ste 28. reg 
2 88 r r or PA De ů — * —— - —— En CW rus 2 714 5 3 
9 5 — 0 a 2 4 K q * n — — 7 ———— Ba . - « . 8 n 3 
”; " EE; : 1 ** "a 4 N + 5 oy = Nene I , 7 — 5 — — — — — $$ #4 am +42 
N W A ee 2 r Ne vs A K 7 = — Cake; 4 
. 2 = 5 a 0 n D þ 2. I 8 * 4 
** L - * 4 8 nne J a OY ts has -- ay - es. 
* 2 > . pi -- % 7 5 28 * * _ — : * 2 © a 158 G 

2s 8 < : - ry 0 0 * 8 Tc, 

8 * x 5 ES 5 S & Ot i : 
. * , * 8 * 


© {> 22 


ir >" 
w r e. 7 
r 5 Ss Vote! 8 
— 9 eee I ——-—-—¾ 


Wat fe Ears 8 
* "4, 
Py 923 
bo * , 
* 


e + 
* . 1 —— 
* 3 Nen 
— - - x 
Z r - 
e e dee due LE A ns d 


A 
** 


r Me ihr Be RF 
n n 1 
— —— 
TO EOS OY OPT: CRC 
ay; * * \ 1 i * 
* 


E NN ee e 


vs . og SS 75 


FP 


40 they are diſcontented with the taxes and other grievances 


c which abound in the American. States, and are there 

« fore willing to ſeek an aſylum in the Britiſh Colonies, 
„ Tt may be policy to admit them ; but, for many reaſons, 
they ſhould be encouraged. to ſettle i in the colonies where 


« rhe laws and form of government are agreeable to their 


60 ideas ; ſuch as New Brunſwick, Nova-Scotia, the iſlands 
« Cape Mrkiad and St. John's ; the climate in the latter 
« is temperate, and the lands fertile ; the inſular ſituation 
makes it eaſy for Great-Britain to protect and keep it as 


_ + colony. The province of Quebec may be conſidered, 


« in many reſpects, as a frontier to the remaining Britiſh 
“% Colonies, Its inhabitants are numerous, and by reli- 
gion, language, laws, and cuſtoms, are the claſs of men 
the leaſt likely to coaleſce or unite with the neighbouring 
„States of America. 


te It is moſt humbly ſubmitted to your Lordſhip, whether 


wo ſound policy does not require that they ſhould continue 
„ as they! are 2 


"1 1766, when Governor Murray cauſed a recenſement 
to be made, the Canadian men, women, and children, 


amounted to 65,000. In 1784, when Governor Haldi- 
mand cauſed another recenſement to be made, their numbers 
amounted to 113,000. + 

From this ſtate of the lation. during the period of 
18 years, your Lordſhip may form an idea how much ths 
Canadians will increaſe in 30 years; and that there will 
not be wanting men to cultivate the lands which remain 
to be conceded, or to carry on the Frade of the colony in 
all its ditkerent ene | 
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Quebec to his MajesTy, praying a Continuance of their 
Ancient Laws, as eſtabliſhed by the * of che 3 28 
dae 2 oa, 1788. nr as 


IA TRES HUMBLE ADRESSE 


Das x et Habitants Sujets Canadiens de differens 


Etats dans la. bs & W en en, 


3 0 
Sing, | 


Vos Fidels et Loyaux Syjets Canadiens ofent approcher 
1 Throne de Votre Tres Gracieuſe Majeſte” pour lui ex- 
primer la Surpriſe que leur occaſionne une DEmarche ha- 


zardee des Anciens Sujets de Vstre Majeſte? auptès de Son 


Auguſte Parlement, qui a pour But PEtablifſement d'une 
Chambre d' Aſſemblee, I'Introduction des Loix Britanni- 
ques dans N6tre Province, et Abolition de Nos Loix 
Municipales. Que ces Anciens Sujets, Tres Gracieux 
Souverain, dont les Inquietudes ſe renouvellent fi ſouvent, 
demandent en leur Nom ce qu'ils crojent leur convenir da- 
vantage, Vos Nouveaux Sujets n'y feroient qu'une foible 
Attention; mais qu ils ſe prevalent ſans aucun Fondement, 
du Concours unanime de Notre Nation pour donner plus 
de Poids à leurs DEmarches, et qu'ils ſe pretendent auto- 
riſcs à cet Effet de Vos Loyaux Sujets Canadiens en general, 


« cela leur paroit une Temerite à laquelle ils ne peuvent ſc 


diſpenſer diobjecter, et contre laquelle ils implorent V6tre 
Protection Royale et celle de V6tre Auguſte Parlement. 
Non 
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Non, Fires Gracieux Souverain, Vos Nouveaux Sujets 
n'ont jamais ,acc&de, et ſont bien Eloignes d'adherer aux 


Demandes de Vos Anciens, dont les Vues ne peuvent ten- 
dre A autre Choſe qu'a Nous priver de Nos Droits, en Nous 


rendant inconnus et impraticables les Moyens de les con- 


ſerver. Qu'un petit Nombre de Canadiens ſe ſoit laifler 
entrainer, dela peut etre ;-mais Nous ne craignons. pas de 
dire que la plupart ne poſſede que peu de Biens- fonds dans 


Noötre Province. 


Contre tout Principe de Juſtice et d*Equits et contre Nos 


Droits et Nos Privileges les plus ſacrés, jamais, Tres Gra- 


cieux Souverain, les grandes Proprietaires de Nôtre Nation, 
et les differens Etats qui la compoſent en general, n' ont ẽtẽ 
conſultes pour faire des Innovations auſſi importantes à leur 
Bonheur, et a leurs Interets communs. » 


Les Humbles Adreſſes prẽſenttes de Notre Part &V 6tre Tres | 


Gracieuſe Majeſte', font une Preuve authentique de Notre 
Oppoſition conſtante. Nous remettons au Tres Honorable 
Lord Dorcheſter les plus rEcentes que Nous le prions de 
tranſmettre au Pied du Throne de Votre Majeſte' ainſi que 
celles qui luĩ ont ẽtè preſentẽes dans FAnnee 1787, par les 


Citoyens des Villes de Quebec et de Montreal, Ce digne 


Repreſentant du meilleur des Rois eſt en Etat par ſes Con- 
noifſances acquiſes ſur les Lieux d'atteſter la Verite de Nos 
Avances. naſe i | 
Nos Demandes, Auguſte Monarque, ſe rEduiſent à con- 
ſerver Nos Loix Municipales: Mais qu'elles ſoient ſtricte- 
ment obſervees: Qu'il y ait dans le Conſeil Legiflatif de 
Notre Province, un Nombre proportionné de Vos Loyaux 


Sujets Canadiens. Nous priver de ces Loix et de cette Fa- 


veur ſeroit a l' Univers entier un Sujet de croire que pat 
Notre Deloyaute Nous Nous ſerions attire 'Animadverſion 


de Votre Majeſte“: Ces Loix ſur leſquelles ſont appuiCes' 
| VExifſtence de Nos Droits, et la Conſcrvation de toutes Nos 


Proprie:&, Nous ſont également precieuſes et neceſlaires ; 
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et loin de Nous Sag comme on a injuſtement voulu 
Vinſinuer, de la Fidélité que Nous avons ſolemnellement 
jurce, et inviolablement gardée à Votre Tres Gracieuſe 


7 
F571 
15 
2 ; 
18 


: Majeſte', elles Nous ſeront au contraire un Motif de re- 
doubler de plus en plus N6tre Attachement à V 6tre Perſonne 
+ Sacre, ainſi que Nos Vœux pour Ia Proſperite de Son . 
Rege Glorieux, ſa Conſervation et celle de Son Auguſte 
F amille. . | 
U le x ze O&obre, 1788. 
" Duloogient; Coulditier; Seigneur de Soulange, Nouvel 
Longueil, Pointe a Rigault, &c. 
MNMNevxeu Seveſtre, Colonel des Milices, Juge 3 Paix, Coſeig- 
- neur de Drutraye et Lanotaye. 
1 J. B. M. Hortel de Rouville, Juge à Paix da ſa Majeſte, 
$4 Seigneur de la Pointe Oliviers. 
i Debonne, Juge à Paix, . du Sault Ste. Mite, et | 
1 de Choiſy. 
4 | Hertel de Rouville, Seigneur de Rouville, Juge de Ia Cour | 
28 des Plaidoyets-communs. | 
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De Boucherville, Conſeiller, Seigneur de Boucherville, 

P. P. Marganne de Lavaltrie, Seigneur de Lavaltrie et de 
St, Paul, Juge à Paix. 

Chartier de Lotbiniere, Juge à Paix, Seigneur de Lotbi- 

niere, de Vaudreuil et de Kigaut.' ' 

Thomas Coffin, Seigneur de la Pointe du Lac, de Gatineau, 
Ke. en partie de Roctoillade. 

Sinyiner, Juge à Paix, Seigneur de la Salle. 

- Guinſon de St. Ours, Juge à Paix, Coſeigneur de St. Ours, 
PAſomption et l'HEchaillon. | 

Paul Lacroix, Juge à Paix, Seigneur de Villeray. 

Chartier St. Ours, Seigneur en Partie de PAſſomption, St. 

v7 Our, et St. Jean. | 

| Charles Sanguinet, Juge a Paix, Seigneur de Varennes et 
5 de Belceil. 
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Lapériere, 


I 46 7} 
Laperiere, Seigneur de Contre- cœur et de St. Antoine.: 
Labroquerie, Coſeigneur de Boucherville, de V arennes et 


Tremblay. 
Rene de Labruyere, Seigneur de Montarville, &c. 


28 Labruyere de Montarville, J. P. Seigneur de St. Dennis, 


Coſeigneur de Contre-cœur et Boucherville, | 

Charles Groſbois, Coſeigneur de Boucherville, 

Frangois Labruyere, Coſeigneur de Boucherville. 

J. Chaumont, Coſeigneur de Boucherville. 

Clement Sabrevoie de Bleuri, Seigneur. 

Pierre Denoyer de Florimond, Seigneur dans Boucherville, 

Bellaire, Coſeigneur de Maſquinonge. 

Dupere, Seigneur de Champlain, 

Niverville, Seigneur de Chambly. 

Hertel, Coſeigneur de St. Frangois. 

Louis Angi Moger, Coſeigneur de St. Michael. 

J. M. Tonancourt, Colonel des Milices des Trois Rivieres, 
J. P. Seigneur de Yamaſka et de Godefroi, 

J. Crevier de St. Frangois, Seigneur de St. Frangois. 

Ih. Chauſſe- gros De Lery, Chevalier de St. Louis, Con- 
ſeiller, Seigneur de Vaudreuil, de Ste. Barbe, de Gen- 

tilly, de Legardeur Belle-plaine, de Beauvois et 

Perthuys. 

De Beaujeu, Chevalier de POrdre St. Louis, Seigneur de 
Ile au Grues et de l'Iſle aux Oyes. 

Taſcheraux, Seigneur de Ste, Marie, Liniere, Joliet et St. 
Joſeph, Juge a Paix. 

De Lagorgendiere, Seigneur de Fleuri, et de Dechambault. 

Couterau, Seigneur en Partie de la Nouvelle Beauce, 

Aubert de Gaſpe, Seigneur du Port Joli, Juge à Paix. 


Le Cte. Dupré, Conſeiller, Colonel des Milices, Seigneur 


de St. Frangois, d'Argentenay en l'Iſle d' Orleans et 
autres Lieux. 


P. L. Paner, Ecuyer, Seigneur d'Argenteuille, 


X. La- 
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* Linde, Seigneur en Partie de t. Pierre Les mo 
et St. Valier. 

J. F. Cugnet, Ecuyer, Seigneur de $t. Friends,” | 

L. De Sallabery, Seigneur du Sault Mont-morency, Beau- | 
port et du Fief Dumenil, Juge à Paix. 

Lachevrotiere, Ecuyer, r de Lachevretiẽre. 

J. B. Couillard, J. P. Seigneur de la Riviere du Sud, de la 
Seigneurie de Lepinay et de St. Pierre, 


Vincelot, Ecuyer, Seigneur du Cap St. Ignace. 


Charles Couillard, Ecuyer, Seigneur de Beaumont. 

J. Couture, Coſeigneur de la Riviere du Sud. 

Herbert Couillard, Coſeigneur dans la Riviere du Sud. 

J. . Dupuis, Ecuyer, Coſeigneur dans la Riviere du Sud. 

J. Nicole, Lieutenant des Milices et Coſeigneur dans la 
Riviere du Sud. 


Charles Damme. Ware Seigneur de Boucherville, 
Picsts De ene, Conſeiller, Chevalier de ro St. 


Louis. 5 
John Campbell, Lieutenant. colonel, J uge a Paix. 
Chevalier de Beaujeu. | 
P. Panet, Juge de la Cour des Plaidoyers-communs, et 
Juge a Paix. 


Le Pailleur, Greff. des Cours Civ. et Crim. Tone. des 


Archives. 
L. Porlier, Major, Juge à Paix. 
Gabriel Franchere, Juge à Paix. 
Baron de Schafalizky, Lieutenant. 
Berthelot Dartigny, Avocat. 
Charles Voyer, Notaire Public. 
Joſeph Turgeon, Notaire. 
Dechamplain, Ecuyer. 

ontigny Louvigny, Ecuyer. 
René Labruiere, Fils, Ecuyer. 
Nicholas I, Sieur de Manthet, Rope: 

Chevalier 
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Chevalier de Niverville, de l'Ordre de St. Louis, Juge I 
5 

St. George Dupre, e e des Milices, Juge 

> Fr,, 

Theodore Lamirande, . : 

Maillet, Juge des Prerogatives. 

Badeaux, Notaire et Greffier. 

P. Meziere, Juge à Paix. 

Le Prouſt, Major des Milices. 

Louis Foucher, Ancien Praticien et Notaire. 

Louis Foucher, Fils, Avocat. 

Frangois Racicot, Notaire. 

Chatelier, Notaire. 

Daillebout, Ecuyer. 

Frangois Benoiſt, Ecuyer, 

Montiſanbert, Ecuyer. 

P. 3 Ecuyer. 


Together with upwards of 660 other ſignatures, 
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Addreſs of the Canadian 2 of * 4 of G 

bec, to his Excellency Governor Lord Dorcheſter, 13th 

October, 1788, requeſting his Interceſſion on their Be- 

half, towards his Majeſty, in reſpect to the Objects of 

their Addreſs to the Throne of this date, as well as to thoſe 
of their Addreſs, tranſmitted in 1784, | 


r 
AER En; RAR 
—— 
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A SON EXCELLENCE LE TRES HONORABLE 
GUY LORD DORCHESTER, 


Capitaine General et General en Chef des Colonies de 
Quebec, Nouvelle-Ecofle et Nouveau-Brunſwick et leurs 
Dependances, Vice Amiral d'icelles, General' et Com- 
mandant en Chef de toutes les Troupes de ſa Majeſté 
dans les dites 'Colonies, et dans I'Ifle de Terreneuve, 
&c. &c, &c. 


Q il plaiſe à votre Excellence, 


Les Canadiens Soumis au Gouvernement de Vôtre Sei- 
gneurie, ont vi avec un Deplaiſir inexprimable dans les 
Papiers Publics de Londres, qu'un des Anciens Sujets dans 
une Adreſſe a la Chambre des Communes de la Grande 
Bretagne, ſe ſeroit qualifiè de Depute des Anciens et Nou- 
veaux Sujets de Sa Majeſte* dans la Province de Quebec. 
Cette Adreſſe, Mylord, qui a pour Objet une Chambre 
d' Aſſemblee, et I Abolition des Loix et Coutumes de cette 
Province, loin d' etre apuice des Sujets Canadiens, eſt ẽga- 
lement contraire a leurs Interets, et oppoſcee à leurs Deſirs, 
quel ques-uns de Nos Compatriotes peuvent à la verite 
s' Etre joints avec les Anciens Sujets, mais, Votre Excel- 
lence ſcait oe quelle importance eſt cette Union; elle con- 
2  Noit 
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noſt multi que pluſieurs des Poſſeſſeurs de Fonds, Anglots 


d' origine, ne ſont point du ſentiment d'etablir une Chambre | 


d'Aſſemblée en cette Province, ni d'en abroger les Loix 
Anciennes. Que les Anciens Sujets euſſent fait cette Dé- 
marche pour parvenir à leur fin, qu'ils euſſent cherché en 

s'adreſſant a la Chambre Baſſe du Parlement, a i derouter les 
Canadiens, en les Eloignant du Tröne auptés du quel ils 
apprehendolent peut Etre qu'ils trouvaſſent de Papuis, ſans 
parler en leur Nom, et ſans vouloir perſuader a cette Au- 
guſte Aſſemblée, que les Canadiens en General defiroient le 
changement par eux propoſe et qu'ils tenoient a Cruaute 
qu'un tel bienfait leur fut denie, les Canadiens, ſans doute 
ſe ſerojent peu inquietes d'une pareille DEmarche, fachant 
bien que chacun a Droit de repreſenter pour ſoi meEme, 
mais, Mylord, obliges de rompre le ſilence, ils ne peuvent 
s'empEcher de dire que le Depute s'eſt mal A- propos, et 
temErairement ſervi de leur Nom, qui peut mieux que Votre 
Excellence atteſter la ſincẽritẽ de Poppoſition qu'ils croĩent 


devoir former à cette Nouvelle et trop ſouvent reiteree ten- 


tative? Vous connoiſſez, Mylord, Notre Loyaute, Nos 
Int&rets reels et Nos Propriétés; Vous ſcavez que loin de 
defirer le changement propoſe, nous y avons conſtamment 
forme des oppoſitions: Ces memes oppoſants defireroient 
que Vötre Excellence fit un raport a Sa Tres Gracieuſe 
Majeſte „ qui, à ſes yeux et à ceux de Son Auguſte Parle- 
ment, put les catacteriſer, et donner une idee julte de com- 
paraiſon de l' importance des Proprietes des uns et des autres, 
Qu'il Nous ſoit done permis, Mylord, de reclamer ici la 
Protection dont Vous Nous avez tant de fois favoriſe, et à 
laquelle Nous Nous reconnoiſſons redevables des Bien- faits 
de Notte Auguſte Souverain, dont le plus ſignals eſt de vous 
avoir rendu a Nos Vœux. Nous prenons la liberté de 
tranſmettre a Votre Excellence Notre Tres Humble Adreſſe 
a Sa Tres Gracieuſe Majefte', que Nous Vous Supplions de 
faire parvenir au pied du Trone, et de Vapuier de Votre 

Puiſſante 
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Puiſſante nnn Nous y joignons lh deVAnnte 
. 1784; et eſperons que Votre Seigneurie Voudra bien) 
„ comprendre celles que les Citoyens des Villes de Quebec b 
die Montreal fe firent I Honneur de preſenter à Votre Ex- 
ö cellence dans les mois de Janvier et Fevrier de VAnnee 1787, 
ce Bienfait, Mylord, ajoutera à la reconnoiflance que Nous 
conſerverons à jamais de tous ceux dont Notre Nation eſt 
meledevable à Votre Seigneurie, et Nous redoublerons Nos 
Peu pour 8 Winde, & celly de Votre Illuftre 
J 


| Montreal, le 1 _ Oase, 8 
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pP. de Belefire, 

H. de Rouville, J. C. P. 
* 1 John Campbell, Lieutenant Colonel 
- . St. Ours, 
I. M. Toonancour, 
Sade Tonnancour, 
1 Godfrey de Normanville, 
r 3 De wille, 
; 2 1 ? "72 he Jb. De Longueuil, 
Ch. De Lotbiniere, 
1.5. M. Hertel de Rouville, 
Thomas Coffin, 
__  — St. George Dupre, 
x 3 _; we Delavaltrie, 
1 1 N. e Colonel of nn | 
_ Ch, Sanguinet, 
+ Boucherville, 
_ J. F. Cugnet, 
S.. George Dupté, Junior, 
13 | x | J G. C. De n, 
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Le Conte Dupre, Colonel, 

Pierre Panel, Judge C. C. P. 

L. De Sallaberry, 

P. Gamlin, 

þ B. Couillard, 

— De Bonn, 

Chavelier de Beaujeau, 

—— danguinet, 

Deſrivieres Beabien, 
Together with 130 more ſignatutes, 


Ne VIII. 


Memorial and Petition in Support of the Addreſs of the 10 


Canadian Inhabitants of the Province of Quebec, to his 


Majeſty, dated 13th October, 1788; and in Refutation 


of the Memorial of the Merchants and others of Quebec 
and Montreal, dated from iſt to 5th December, 1788. 


Aso EXCELLENCE LE TRES HONORABLE 
GUY LORD DORCHESTER, 
Capitaine General et Governeur en Chef des Colonies de 
Quebec, Nouvelle-Ecofle et Nouveau-Brunſwick, et de 
leurs dependances ; Vice Admiral d'icelles, General et 


Commandant en Chef de toutes les Troupes de Sa Ma- 


jeſts dans les dites Colonies, et dans I'Iſle de Terte- 


neuve, &c. &c. &c. 
| I 2 MEMOIRE 
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Memoirs ET PETITION, 


Au Soutien de la tres Humble Adreſſe des Citoyens et 


Habitants Sujets Canadiens de différents &tats dans la 
Province de Quebec en Canada a Sa MAIESTE“ en date 
du 13 Octobre dernier; et pour ſervir de reponſe et re- 
| futation au Mémoire et Requete des Marchands et autre; 
des Villes de Quebec et de Montreal, tant pour eux que 
pour leurs Conſtituants, « en date des rer et me Decembre 
ſuivants. 


Qu'il plaiſe à Votre n 


Les Nouveaux ſujets Canadiens de Sa Majette „ en faiſant 
connoitre a Votre Seigneurie leurs vrais ſentiments, ne 


peuvent $'empEcher. de lui exprimer le. deplaifir que leur 


cauſent les demarches fi ſouvent reiterees des Anciens ſujets 


_ conjointement avec quelques Nouveaux: Et combien plus 


deſagreable leur devient la neceflite ou ils fe trouvent d'ap- 
profondir une matiere auſſi delicate, pour ne point troubler 
Fharmonie qui a regne fi avantageuſement ſous le Gouverne- 
ment de Votre Seigneurie. Quoique peut-Etre le nombre 
des fignatures que nous avons d&ja produit devroit paroitre 
ſuffifant pour prouver le point eſſentiel de notre oppoſition, 


qui dit: Que les Grands Proprietaires de notre Nation ct 
les différents Etats qui la compoſent n'ont point été con- 
Tultés; cependant, pour ne laifſer aucun doute ſur les ob- 
re ens legerement avancées par les ſoi-diſant comites 


qui ont ſigné les Memoires du fer et du-5me du preſent 


mois, nous croyons de notre devoir et de Vinteret de nos 
compatriotes de reprẽſenter humblement à Votre Seigneurie. 


Que cette Aſſemblée tenue dans Vautomne de 1784 n'eſt 


ni legale, ni reguliere, ni generale. Elle fut convoquee 
de 10 heures du matin à 3 heures apres midi du meme Jour ; ; 
aucune prion n'Etoit denommee dans Ia convocation, une 


grande 
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grand partie des Citoyens ne fut point avertie : FE PS pro⸗ 


' prietaires de la Banlieue n'en eurent aucune connoiſſance; 
et les Seigneurs et tenanciers des campagnes, dans toute 
I'crendue de la Province, n'en furent point inſtruits. Un 
Ancien ſujet ſeul fit I'sleftion qu'ils n'ont pas meme ſuivie, 
comme Votre Seigneurie peut s'en convaincre par une 
lettre publique, en forme de protet, cy-jointe ſous la lettre A, 

Que les Adreſſes du 13 Octobre dernier ne font, il eſt 
vrai, ign&es que par 744 perſonnes; mais ne ſont pas moins 
une ſuite d'une pareille oppoſition form&e en Decembre de 
Pannee 1784, ſoutenue par les ſignatures de trois mille et 
quelques cens Seigneurs, Citoyens, et tenanciers. Cette 
Adteſſe de 1784, quoique les Pétitionaires des 1er et 5me 
de Decembre affectent de la paſſer ſous ſilence, eſt parti- 
culierement mentionne dans celle du 13 Octobre dernier, et 
fut redigee au defir d'une Aflemblee reſpectable et nom- 
breuſe tenut volontairement, paiſiblement, et avec Punion 
la plus parfaite, peu de jours apres la leur. 

Que ces anciennes Loix et Uſages de notre Province, 
dou ils s'efforcent en vain de paroitre les zélés conſerva- 
teurs, ſeroient bientdt denues de Protecteurs, fi, reuſiflant 
dans leurs demandes, ils en devenoient Arbitres, A quelles 
Viciffitudes inſeparables d'une telle Conſtitution, ces Loix 
ne. ſeroient-elles pas ſujettes, leur plus grand ſoin ayant 
£t6 de fe reſerver le droit de les alterer à volonte? Ces 
beaux noms de candeur et d'impartialité, dont le mérite 
reel eſt de notre cote, ceſſeront de leur ètre attribues, lorſ- 


quill ſera prouve a Votre Seigneurie que Pimpreflion et 


publication de leur Adrefſe de 1784 n'ont vit le jour que 
dans le mois de Fevrier de Pannee ſuivante ; et dont Votre 
Seigneurie trouvera copie ci-annex&e ſous Ja lettre B. par 
cette date, on peut juger fi c'etojt bien le tems de pretendre 
inſtruire un peuple entier; lorſque toutes demandes, Adreſſes 
et Memoires ẽtoient deja envoyẽs. Ce qui eſt plus frappant, 
nous men que leur Adreſſe, au lieu de reſter ſans 
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ES Wende, fat au ani rEpondue 5 par des obfervations et 


objections A leurs demandes, imprimées dans le mois de 


Decembre 1784, et rendues publiques par plus de cent 


exemplaires, dont un ſous la lettre C. eſt auſſi cy-annexé. 


n faut avoüer que le hazard ſeul nous avoit favoriſé d'une 


copie de leur Adreſſe, malheureuſement pour eux, conſiée 


A des perſonnes bien Eloign&es de leur ſyſteme. | 
Que la Petition du 13 Octobre dernier, étant au . 
die YOppoſition de Decembre 1784, c'eſt au nombre de 

tt ois mille et quelques cens ſignatures qui y 6toient appoſces, 


que Pon doit avoir recours. Ce nombre eft dans un Etar 
beaucoup plus intacte que celui de 1518 qu'ils s'approprient. 


La publication de-ces Adrefſes du 13 Octobre dernier 
dũevoit les en convaincre, s'ils avoient voulu faire tant ſoit 
peu Oattention aux noms de plufieurs Citoyens reſpectables, 


que leur honneur a engage à reconnoitre Ferreur dans 


| laquelle ils Etviett tombes ; néanmoins, ils ſe ſervent encore 
die leurs noms, et de bien d'autres aupres deſquels ils n'ont 


pas oſé renouveller leurs inſtances actuelles: Dela, il eſt 
aiſle de juger s il y a témérité de la part de cet Agent de 


Vette ſervi de ces nouns, et du pouvoir 4 la 121 25 Ca- 


nadienne. 
Que notre conduite a toujours Et6 adorns et conſe- 


. quente. Si en 1783 quelques uns de nous ont ſouſerit une 


Petition aux fins de jouir des droits et Privileges des ſujets 


Britanniques, ſans diſtinctions; le but de cette petition 


Stoit l'inttoduction de cette Loi ineſtimable de I Habeo; 


1 Corpus dans notte Province, et l'admiſſion de Nouveaux 
ſujets de Sa MAajesTe* dans toutes les places et emplois du 


Gouvernement, propottionnòment a leur nombre. Toujouts 
conſtants dans ces demandes, nos Adreſſes de 1784 et 1789 


en font foi. Quant à cette Chambre d'Aﬀemblee, ce projet 


n'etant connu de perſonne et n'ayant jamais Eté aglté, nous 


ne pouvions nous y oppoſer. Ne ſeroit-ce pas plutt 


8 cbs un doute ſenfible ſur une rene qui ne fut 
jamais 


S 


% 


„ 

jamais équivoque, qus d'accorder, ſans avoir ẽgard à Vim- 
portance de nos Oppoſitions, des demandes qui nous ſont 
ſi contraires, et qui ne ſont e que d'un ſi petit 
nombre de notre nation? 

Que les Petitionaires des ler et 5 du preſent mois, au 
lieu d'uſer dune reticence affectee et peu liberale, ſans eder 
a leur devoir, auroient mieux fait de donner une libre carriere 
a leurs opinions ſur les Juges, Conſeillers et autres qui ſe 
ſont joints à nous dans toutes nos oppoſitions. Ces qua- 
lités, bien loin de nous rendre ſuſpects les caratteres 
reſpectables qui en ſont decores, font au contraire que notre 
Nation Jes regardera toujours comme des Protecteurs qui, 
n'ayant point oublis le titre de Citoyen, ſe font un devoir 
de ſoutenir ſes privileges, Les repreſentants du 13 Octobre 
dernier, en ſe qualifiant Seigneurs, y avoient tous un droit 
inconteſtable, et ne peuvent conſẽquemment perdre le peids 
qu' ils doivent avoir. Avec plus de raiſon, nous pourrians 
faire de pareilles obſervations, mais nous laiſſons aux con- 
naiſſances ſuperieures de Votre Seigneurie c» tte diſtinction: 
—Que les. Adreſſes du 13 Octobre dernier ſont certaine- 
ment ſigntes par les Grands Proprietaires, et tenanciers de 
notre Nation, leſquels n'ont jamais ẽte conſultés. Quel- 
qu'un moins inſtruit que Votre Excellence des ſentiments 
des Seigneurs qui compoſent cette Province, auroit. pil. ſe 
laiſſer ſurprendre à ces diverſes liſtes de Seigneuts Anciens 
et Nouveaux ſujets qu'ils ont donné ſous. un jour à faire 
croire que ceux qui y ſont compris, n'ayant point fins. les 
Adreſſes du. 13 Octobre dernier, ſont indubitablement de 
leurs opinions; tandis qu'il eſt notoire que pluſieurs, leur 
ſont. oppoſes, et un grand nombre ignorent leurs.demarches. 
Nous eroyons, à plus. juſte titre, pouvoir dire, que. ceux de 
ces. Seigneurs et autres: Proprictaires, qui ſont dans une 
entiere ignorance de tout ce qui ſe paſſe, et dans une ſecurits 
parfaite, doiyent ètre par leurſil ence, regardes, comme. fas 


auen du ſyſteme actuel * notre conſtitution; et avec bien 
moins 
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moins de Fand; doit-on dire quiils's 8 en plaignent, et tpirler 
. e 46-0 e 
Qnzge Veſtimation des revenus des ate . 
nulle par l'erreur of ils ont tombe, en mettant de leur parti 


tous proptistaites qui wont pas figne avec nous; et d'ailleurs 


ne demontrant pas ſurquoi ils pont appuyé, il eft inutile 
5 répondfe. On ne doit pas confiderer ſeulement le 
revenu qu Seigneur, on doit beaucoup A la propriets des 
' tenanciers, qui, fi nous en calculons le nombre qui com- 
poſe notre Province, fera voir une quantite conſiderable de 


ſuffrages qui leur manquent; et cependant ils y ont un 
droit inconteſtable. Plut a Dieu que ce million, deux 
cens quarante fix mille vingt trois livres, fix ſehellings, 


Huit deniers du commerce, ſe realifat! la droiture de nos 


intentions ne laifſe aucun doute ſur les veeux ſincères que 


nous formons 2 ſon Ezard. Si ce calcul eſt vrai, notre 


ſylteme sctuel ne leur eſt done pas defavorable. En ad- 
mettant qu'il le foit, ces ſortes de richefles ne fixent point 


Findividu dans un pays; les Proprictaires ſeuls ont droit à 


Ia conſervation ou alteration de leurs Loix et Conſtitutions. 
On ſcaitles precautions qu'on doit apporter pour Vetabliſſe- 


ment d'une Loi; et combien plus grandes doivent Etre ces 


memes precautions pour la changer: C'eſt ſur ce principe, 


que dans les mois de Janvier et Fevrier de l'année 1787, 


les Citoyens Canadiens des Villes de Quebec et de Mon- 
treal formerent des Petitions 3 Votre Excellence; il eſt 
Etonant que pluſieurs' de ceux qui les ont ſigné dans le 
tems, agiſſent maintenant d'une maniere ſi contraire a des 


points, par eux ſi clairement et fi juſtement d&montres. 


Que, fur la publication dans la Gazette de Quebec, le 


18 du preſent mois, de deux Memoires et Requetes, Pune 


datice de Montreal le 4 Deceinbre, ſignee de huit perſonnes, 
et Pautre de Quebec du 5 du meme mois fignee par 12, 
nous ne pouvons nous empecher obſerver a Votre Excel- 


a lener, que ces deux „ faites ſeparement, nous ont 


1 1 | paru 


my wh, ons 


SS OOO arr Ac on = 


1 

paru plus ſuſceptibles d'affectation de leur part, que de 
principes ſolides qui duſſent meriter notre attention. Elles 
| ſont une repetition pas mieux fond&e que la Petition des 
Anciens ſujets, que nous croyons avoir amplement refutée. 
Nous nous contenterons de dire qu'il nous paroit plus Etrange 
de leur part, d'avoir voulu tirer leur importance des ſujets 
Loyaliſtes nouvellement Etablis dans gette Province ; tandis 
que par devoir, et par cette juſtice qu'ils doivent a leurs 
compatriotes, ils auroient dfi ſoutenir avec nous qu*aucune 
raiſon de nombre ou d'interer particulier, ne doit nous 
priver d'une Conſtitution dont nous ſommes redevables aux 
faveurs Royales de 8a MaJtsTe', et des Loix fi ſolemnelle- 
ment promiſes, et garanties, dont la conſervation eſt un de 
nos droits les plus ſacres. 
Vos reprẽſentants oſent ſe flatter d'avoir repondu d'une 
maniere ſatisfactoire et poſitive à des faits dẽnuẽs de toutes 
preuves, d'avoir demontre l'erreur des eſtimations et des cal- 
culs imaginaires, et la futilite des aſſertions des Petitionaires 
des ler me et 5me du preſent mois. La rEpugnance que 
nous avons pour ces debars litteraires qui ſont la ſource de 
bien des conſequences dangereuſes, nous fait ometre des 
details que les connoiflances de Votre Seigneurie ſur Fetat | 
actuel de la Province et ſes individus, nous font eſperer 
qu'elle voudra bien luppléer au tableau qu'il nous ſeroit ſi 
avantageux de lui preſenter. Si Votre Excellence entretient 
le moindre doute ſur la verite de nos allegues, et ſur les 
fentiments generaux de notre Nation, nous la ſupplions de 
faire intervenir ſon autorite pour connoitre par les voies que 
ſa ſageſſe ordinaire pourra lui ſuggerer, Popinion et le vœu 
general des Loyaux ſujets Canadiens de Sa MAJESTE'. 
Si vos repreſentants vouloient remonter à une Epoque plus 
reculee, il leur ſeroit facile de convaincre Votre Seigneurie 
que c'eſt à une carrière trop libre et ouvertement ſoutenuẽ 
par certaines perſonnes, que ce nouveau ſyſteme de nos 
Oppoſants a dũ ſon Exiſtence; et que nous pouvons avancer 
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1 perſonnes en a Aeies u un ene 
d'autres, ſans en connoitre les conſequences, Nous ne 
pouvons non plus citer nos vrais motifs de patriotiſme et de 
Loyaute en formant nos Oppoſitions. Nos peuples trop 
pauvres et trop endettés ſont incapables de ſupporter les 


taxes qui doivent nẽceſſairemeat reſulter du ſyſteme propoſe 


par les Petitionaires. L'exemple malheureux de cette in- 
ſurrection recentes des Colonies voiſines, qui a pris ſa 


| ſource dans un pareil ſyſteme, nous repreſente continuelle- 
ment ſous les yeux, le deplorable ſort de notre nation, ſi 
alle en devenoit la victime, en perdant de vue les interets 
qui doivent l attacher fi ẽtroĩtement à ceux de notte Monarque 


Bienfaiſant, nous n'avons pas a craindre, avec de ſemblables 


5 vues, les reproches de nos compatriotes, ni le rapport et le 


caractère que Votre Seigneurie daignera donner de nous i 


8a Tres Gracieuſe Mags TE. C'eſt pourquoi, nous la 


ſupplions encore plus fortement, d'y donner toute ſon at- 


tention; de conſiderer nos demarches eomme conformes a 


celles que nous avons toujours ſuivies, et dont Votre Ex- 


 cellence-a pu ſeconvaincre par les pieces dont elle eſt munie. 
Vos repreſentants ne. doutant pas que les Petitionaires des 
prémiers ame et zme du /preſent mois ont tranſmis copies 


de leurs Petitions en Angleterre; prenent la libertẽ de ſup- 


plier Votre Seigneurie de faire parvenir au pied du Tröne 
de leur Auguſte Souverain, une copie de la preſente, qu'ils 
ont honneur de vous adreſſer, et, pour ce nouveau bien- 
fait, ils ne ceſſeront de prier pour la proſpérité de Votre 


Excellence, et la conſervation de fon illuſtre Famille. : 
Montreal, le 24 Rs; 1788. 


ee Beleſtre, Conſeiller, Chevalier de rom. et u 


litaire de St. Louis. 
Ih. de Longueüil, Conſeiller, 6 de 8 Pointe 


A Loeignac, Nouvel Longueiuil, Co-ſeigneur de la 


a ä de * et Moulin. 


Hertel 


8 c oo * S we ww, 


1 „ ! 


Hertel de Rouville, J. C. P. Seigneur de Rouville et 
Moulins. 


Neveu Seveſtre, Colonel Comdt. les Milices, J. p. To- | 


ſeigneur de Dautray et Lanoray. 
St. George Dupre, Lt. Col. J. P. 


Antoine de Lanaudiere, Co-ſgr. de 8. wum, et 8. Pre. 


Lebequet. / 


Quinſon de Se. Oars, J. P. einer de PAſomption, 


St, Ours et L'Echaillon. 


Ls. Porlier, Major de Milice, J. P. 


A. De Bonne, Seigneur du Sault Ste. Marie et Choily, (ces 
2 Fiefs ' contiennent 257796 arpents en fapericie) 
J. P. &c. 
. B. M. Hertel de Rouville, J. P. W de 1 Pointe 
Olivier et Moulin. 


A. Déſaunier Beaubien, Capt. i TR 
Cap. Jos. Lamothe, dept. Sauv. 1 


Montigny Louvigny. 

Chevalier ge Beaujeu. 

Hipolyte de Hertel, Co-ſcigneur de St. t. Pogo 
Pre. Meniere, Juge à Paix. | 


Bazile Campau, Officr, de Milice. 
Sanguinet, Seigneur de la Salle et Moulins, Juge 3 a Fes et 


| Juge des Plaidoyers Communs. 


13 Dupers, Seigneur de. Champlain et Moulin. 
Frangois Benoit, Ecuyer. 


Pierre Duchaine le Sieur, Seigneur de Machiche, 
Chas, le Sieur, Co ſgr. Machiche. 
Bte. le Sieur, Co-ſgr. Machiche. 


Auguſtin le Sieur, Co- ſeigneur de Machiche, 


Pierre de Champlain, Ecuyer, Co- ſeigneur de Hertel. 
Dancour de Louvicux, Ecuyer. | 


| Joſeph Couinaud, Co-ſgr. Lieut, 


St. George Dupre, fils, Capt. M. 


froy, Colonel des Milices, Juge à Paix, Moulins. 
K 2 3 Frangois 


Joſeph Marie de Tonnancour, Seigneur d'Yamaſka, de God- 
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| Feangois Deſplns, Sendo Labnle, inte io 
Joſeph Crevier de St. Francois, Seigneur de 80 Frangoi 


_Ren& Gay, Seigneur de la Baie St. Antoine. 


Chartier de Lotbiniere, J. P. Seigneur de e Vau- 
fdreull et Rigaud, et Moulins. | 

Paul Lacroix, J. P. Seigneur de Villeraie. | 

Chriſt. Sanguinet, Seigneur de Varennes et Moulin, J. A . 


Droit de Richerville, Seigneur en Partie de RoQoiade et 


Godfroy Dutor. 
René A. de Boucherville, Coabeiler, Seigneur te Boucher- 
wit et Malina; 

Laperiere, Seigneur de Contrecceur et st. Antoine, et 
___ Movulins. 

Labroquerie, Co- gr. Boucherville, de Varenne et Tremblay, 
René De La Bruyere, Seigneur Montarville, & . 
Labruaire de Montarville, J. P. Seigneur de St. Denis, Co- 

ſeigneur de Contre-cceur, de Boucherville, et Moulins. 
Charles Groſbois, Co-ſeigneur de Boucherville. 

Frangois Labruyere, Co-ſeigneur de Boucherville. 
Clemit. Sabrevoy de Bleuri, Ecr.'Co-ſgr. de Boucherville. 
Pierre Denoyelle Fleurimont, Ecr. Eur de Boucherville, 
Joſeph Lacroix, Capt. Milice. f ; 

Charles Labruaire. 

Pierre Wilbrener, Capt. Milice, 
Pierre Favreau, * 


Labruaire, fils. 
. Frangois Racicot, Ntre. Public. 


Antoine Gauthier, Enſeigne de Milice. 
Together with about 3-000 more A TNT 
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Repreſentation of the Canadian Citizens of the Town and 
Hiſtrict of Quebec to Lord Dorcheſter; containing Stric- 
tures on the Three Memorials, dated 1ſt, 4th, and 5th, 


December, 1788, from the Merchants and others; ; tend- 
ing to ſhew the futility « of their Arguments, for a Change 


of the Laws, and the Eſlahliſhment of a Houſe of Aſſem- 


bly, and the Inaccuracy of their Statements of the Pro- 


perty poſſeſſed by them and the Canadian an re- 


ſpectiyely. 


A SON EXCELLENCE LE TRES HONORABLE 
cvuvy LORD DORCHESTER, 


Capitaine General et Gouverneur en Chef des Colonies de 


Quebec, Nouvelle - Ecoſſe et Nouveau Brunſwick et De- 
pendances; Vice Amiral d'icelles; General et Com- 


mandant en Chef des Troupes de Sa Majeſte dans les dites 


| Provinces et dans PIfle de Terre-Neuve, &c. &c. &c. 


Si Votre Excellence veut bien le permettre, 


| Nous, les Nouveaux ſujets citoiens de la Ville et diſtri 
de Quebec, qui ont ſignẽ la tres humble requete a Sa Tres 


Excellente Majeſts.le' 13 Octobre de cette anne, en Opo- 


fition 3 à celle de quelques Anciens et Nouveaux ſujets de- 


mandans une Chambre de Repreſentans en cette Province, 
et le rape de 'Acte de Quebec, croirions nous manquer a 
nous mẽmes, A ceux qui ont ſignẽs avec nous, et à Vinten- 
tion du plus grand nombre des Canadiens, fi nous ne faiſions 
quelques obſervations ſur des memoires prẽſentẽs a Votre 
Excellence les fer. 4. et 5. de ce mois, publics dans la Ga- 
zette de Quebec. Plus modeſtes que les redacteurs des trois 


m6moires, * ſe e Comité, contre la Loi, nous 
with | | n oſerons 
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: 1 point, My Lord, prendre un titre 0 nous 


n'avons aucun droit. La faifon, Veloignement des paroif- 


ſes, et le peu de tems que nous aurions eu juſqu'au depart 
ze la Malle, ne nous ont point permi de raſſembler les ſu- 


- frages, Ce ſera done ſeulement comm'individus et comme 


Membres de la Nation Canadienne que nous prenons hum- 
blement la libertę d'ofr ir A Votre Excellence nos preſentes 
obſervations, et nous nous flatons que nous reuffirons mieux 
a faire ednaicre à Votre Excellence les intentions du plus 


graad nombre des Habitans naturels de ce Pals, que ceux 


-qui sten diſent tres ilégalement les Repréſentans. Les aſ- 
ſortions hazardées, les calcuis errones que contiennent ces 
mémoires pourraient trouver de Vapuy, loin dy lieu on la 


trame eſt ourdie, fi nous negl:gions de donner les moiens à 
. detruire les impreffions qu':ls laiſſeraient ſans doute dans | 


Feſprit de ceux qui conaiſſent imparfaitement le Pais et les 
individus dont i} eſt compoſe. Les Habitans nombreux de 
cette Province, heurcux ſous un Gouvernement modere, 
preſque tous cultivateurs paiſibles, Etrangers à Vintrigue et à 
Teſprit de parti, ſans taxes directes ſur leurs proprietes, 
doutent qu'il puiſſe exiſter hour eux un Etat plus fortune. 


| Si quelqu” uns ont prets Foreille aux projets d'innovations 


c *eſt parcequ*ils on erũ que ces innovations Etaientles ſeuls 


vemödes à leurs plaintes et les ſeuls moiens à conſerver leur 
Lolx de propriete, leur Religion et meme le bonheur de Ia 


Province, qui etaient en danger. De cet expoſe 3 Votre 
Excellence qui cunnait parfaitement les Habitans de ce Pais, 


il en tſuliera que le projet d*innover dans le ſiſtẽme de * 


tre Legiſlation, ne vient que du plus petit nombre à qui nos 
Loix lẽpugnent et qui deſirent d'en introduire- detrangéres, 
et ce petit nombre a entraine ceux qui paraiſſent dans les 


itte qui ont été preſentees à Votre Excellence; leſquels 
ignorent abſolument les vrais motifs et les N b faires 


ee organ : ASM 


8 Norre 


Notre Religion, nds Loix de propriẽtẽ, notre furets per- 
ſonnelle, voila ce qui nous intereſſe, et ce dont nous pbu- 
vons jouir le plus amplement par le Bill de Quebers ung 
Chambre d' Aſſemblee nous repugne par les conſequences 
fatales qui en reſulteront. Pourions nous nous flatter de 
conſerver longtems, comme Catholiques Romains, les m& 
mes prerogatives que les ſujets Proteſtans, dans une Aſſem« 
blee de Repreſentans? Ne viendrait-il point un tems, od 
la preponderance de ces derniers influerait contte notre poſ- 
terite? Dans ces cas jouirions nous et notre poſtẽtitẽ des 
avantages que Vinſtitution actuelle nous aſſure? Ne erain- 
drons nous point encore de voir aſſeoir les impots fur les 
propriẽtẽs, tandis qu' ils ne portent actuellement que ſur des 
objets de Comerce que l' habitant paie, il eſt vrai, mais in- 
directement, et à proportion de ce qu'il conſomme? Ne 
devons nous point eraindre de voir la Chambre des Repte- 
ſentans creer le germe de la diſſention et nourir les hai nes 
inteſtines que des interets oppoſes entre des Anciens et ede 
re ſujets feraient <clore, et ſuſciter ? 

Nous allons nous ſervir des propres armes de ces 2cles 
Partiſans d'une Chambre de Repreſentans, et emploier leurs 
Calculs pour d&montrer les erreurs des Tableaux dont ils 
apuient leurs Adreſſes. 

ll eſt à remarquer que le memoire des Anciens ſvjets, e en 
preſentant la liſte enflee des revenus des trente fix Seigneurs 
Anciens ſujets montant à 10, 346 l. ſemblerait inſinuer que 
ces trente ſix Seigneurs auraient donné leur ſanction 4 
J Adreſſe de 1784; pour une Chambre d'Afﬀemblee, tandis 
que 1Ec]lement il ne sen trouve que quatorze, dont les plus 
aparens n'ont meme point ſigns, et auxquels ils veulent ce. 
pendant preter du 1 pour les meſures qu'ils ont 
* Log 

Les Partiſans de cette Aſſemblee des REpreſentans feign- 
ent auſſi d'ignorer que, dans l'année 1784, il a Ete tranſmis 


aux "my du Trône une Adreſſe entierement opoſce à une 
Chambre 


Sher «00. 


4 ny f | ** 7” 46 
[2] 


, 


Chambre d' Aſſemblée, et que cet Aireſſe stalt Tgnee- de 
pres de quatre mille perſones, et que fi dans dotre ſeconde 


Adreſſe du 13 Octobre, les ſignatures de ces mEmes per ſones 
n'ont point été receuillies, c'eſt qu'on ne 1'a point erũ nẽ- 


eeſſaire, et qu'il ſuffiſait de prendre celles des plus notables; 


et à la convenance, attendu Veloignement et la ſaiſon. Or 


u ne s'agit plus de ſept cens quarante- quatre Opoſans à la 


Chambre d' Aſſemblee; mais d' environ quatre mille qui 
ont ſign6 poſitivement contre cette Chambre, et dont les 


ſignatures ſont dan les mains des Miniſtres de ſa Majeſté, ce 


qui va former une diference wann eee ee leurs 


Caleuls imaginaires. - 


Nous ne placerons point non plus Saws ty Claſl: des Pata 
tiſans de la Chambre des Repreſentans les Anciens et Nou- 
veaux ſujets qui ne ont point demande, or fi ſuivant leur 
ſuputation, on compte vingt mille huit cens peres de famil- 
les proprietaires de biens-fonds, ſujets Canadiens; fi dans 
la mme proportion, on ſupoſe deux mille Anciens ſujets; ſi 


ſur ce total reuni-de vingt deux mille huit cens, on dEduit 


les deux mille trois cens ſoixante treize Souſcripteurs pour 


une Chambre d'Afſemblee, au moins il reftera vingt mille 


quatre cens quatre vingt ſept ſujets, dont quatre mille et 
plus ſe ſont formellement Oppoſes au projet de rẽſorme, en 
alant eũ connaiſſance, les autres ou Vent ignore et ne de- 
mandent aucun changement, parcequ'ils ſont contens de la 


forme de Gouvernement, ou ont refuſe de ſigner fur VA- 
dxeſſe pour une Chambre d'Afſemblee lorſqu'elle leur a bie 


pte. parcequ'ils en deſaprouvaient le but. 

L#article d'un million deux cens quarante fix mille; vingt 
trois livres fix Shellings huit pennies ſterling la propriete du 
Comerce, preſque toute, eſt- il dit, entre les mains des Sou- 


ſeripteurs pour la Chambre, ne ſervira qu'à faire voir que les 

aſſertions hazardtes coutent peu, à qui veut preſenter les 
objets dans un jour diferent, qu'ils ne le ſont reellement. 
Vn petit nombre de particuliers dont les trois quarts ne font 
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„„ 
que des laboureurs ou des citoiens dont les revenus n'exc6« 
dent certainement point les quarante Livres qu'on veut gra- 
tuitement leur donner, et dont parmi les autres ils ne ſe ren- 
contre que peu de Marchands, de qui le credit. ſoit établi 
ſur des ſondemens ſolides, reunirait-il une maſſe immenſe et 


exagerce qui, en lui ſupoſant Vexiſtence qu'elle n'a point, ne 


peut Etre que diviſce et ſubdiviſte entre tous les Marchands 
de la Province, dont la plupart n'ont jamais Souſcrits pour 
la Chambre d' Aſſemblée. La part des Négocians de la 
Grande Bretagne pourrait Ctre plus conſiderable, fi ces Meſ- 
fieurs qui n'habitent point le Pais, avaient quelques droits au 
changementdu ſiſteme actuel de cette Province. Ce million 
et quelques cens Livres ſterling ne formera donc aucune ba- 
lance en faveur de la demande de la Chambre, et ne pourra 
tourner que contr'elle, puiſqu'il eſt vrai que cette ſomme ſe 
trouve rẽpandue, tant ches les Marchands de cette Province 
qui ont ſouſcrits pour la Chambre, que chez les Marchands 
de Londres, auſſi chez les Opoſans à cette Chambre, et en- 
core chez un nombre de ceux qui ne veulent point entendre 


parler ni Singerer en aucunes fagons dans les afaires poli- 


tiques, 


f 14 Seigneurs Anciens ſujets valant en 
| rentes Seigneuriales et autres revenus, Z£ 8,770 o © 


| 1 3 Seigneurs Nouveau ſujets valant, ; 55385 0 0 
2,346. Anciens et Nouveau ſujets de tous erats, 
a £ 40. 5 93,840 0 0 


. 


2,373 (105, 90s © 0 


Reſte, „„ PO OSTOO 

On poura donc tout au plus dire que, deux mille trois 
cens ſoixante treize pet ſones valent la ſomme de cent ſept 
mille einq cens cinquante cinq livres de revenus, ont de- 
mandè et Souſcrit pour une Chambre d'Aſſemblee par leur 
55 | L Adreſſe 


4 * 


Partiſans de la Rẽforme. RECAPITULATION. 


A deduire les Penſions et Salaires, - 440 00 


— 


1 Adteſſe de 1984: et A mais il ſaut 
| cCeependant obſerver que pluſieurs des Seigneurs Anciens 
ſujets au nombre de ceux portẽs ci-defſus n'ont point ſignẽ; 
que ci eſt mal-i-propos'qu'on avance qu'ils ſont partiſans de 
I' Adreſſe, et que h on deduifait leurs revenus de la lifte, qui 
/ concerne les Seigneurs Anciens ſujets, elle ſe trouverait rẽ- 
Aauite à peu de choſe. Que deux des principaux Seigneurs, 
on revenus, Nouveaux ſujets, qui etaient Membres et à la 
”  tete du Comité de 1784 pour la Chambre, paraiſſent sen Etre 
retirces depuis, fans raifon de Mort ni de Vurances. Il faut 
Aàuſſi obſerver que des deux mille trois cens quarante fix 
ſujets de toutes denominations, Evalues A 401. de revenus, 
un huitieme de ce total n'a reellement point de revenu, et 
_ que les ſept autres huitiemes ſont bien loin mbar ww m"_— 
N leur donne auſſi gratuitement. „„ > 
5 Opoſans à la Chambre Aebi. 
5 31 Sgrs. valant en rentes Seigneutiales et 
/) A. SE cr A £ 10,836 © 0 0 
3.940 Bujors de toutes denominations fur la 
contr'adreſſe de 1784 et fur celle 
Ps du 13 en - 157.960 0 0 
4,000 5 5 168,79 0 0 
A deduire les Penſions et Salaires, . 24745 © 0 


„Rete — oo 
-N "Efulte que 4,000 perſonnes valant 166,051 I. ſont for- 
mellement Opoſces à la Chambre d'Aﬀemblee. ' Qu'elles 
ſurpaſſent en nombre les partiſans de la dite Chambre, comme 
Seigneurs, de vingt- quatre individus, et comme ſujets de 
toutes conditions, de 1,503 individus, et que leurs revenus 
excEdent ceux des rẽformate urs de 58,496 1. en obſervant que 
les 51 Seigneurs Opoſans ne ſont que ceux qui ont ſignẽ ſur 
FAdrefle du 14 Octobre dernier, et que beaucoup d'autres 
qui n'ont point ſigné ſur cette Adreſſe, l' ont fait ſur celle 
de 1584 comm' Opoſans à la Chambre d' Aſſemblẽe. 
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3 75 3 
Vos Suplians repreſentent encor à Votre Excellence, le 
tableau du nombre, et des Revenus de ceux qui wont point 


porté de plaintes aux pieds du Trone et Souſcrits à la de- 


mande d'un nouveau ſiſteme, que tous les Canadiens, at- 
taches aux vrais intere:s de la Province, redoutent par les 
conſequences malheureuſes qu'il entrainera, . 


Nombre de ceux qui n 'ont point entendu parler dy projct 

d'une Chambre d' Aſſemblee, ou qui n'ont point voulu 
* r, pour cette Chambre, OF” 

Seigneurs Anciens ſujets valans x Mis: - opts 

ſions et Salaires deduits, - . 13,754 0 0 


33 Sei gneurs Nouveaux ſujets valans 
1 et Salaires deduits, - 12,069 0 0 


16,316 Sujets de toutes denominations 3 4ol. 652,640 00 


6gghy-- e | {6784630 0. 
Adjoutons à ce Calcul le nombre des Opoſans à la Cham- 


bre et leurs Revenus, il en reſultera que 20,427 peres de fa- 


milles, valant 844,514 l. de Revenus, n'ont point demande 
et ſont Opoſans à une Chambre de Repreſentans, et qu'on 


ne peut leur opoſer que 2,373 perſonnes qui ne valent que 


107, 555. Souſeripteurs pour la dite Chambre. Nous ne 
comprenons point les Comunautés et les Séminaires de 
Quebec et de Montreal, dont les ſoins et la plus grande 
partie des Revenus ſont emploiẽs a a education d'un nombre 


Ly enfans et au ſoutien et ſoulagement des malades et des 


vres familles, qui fans leurs ſecours tomberaient, les pre- 
miers dans l'ignorance, et les derniers dans la plus afreuſe 
indigence. Le nombre de 4,000 que nous avons adopte, 


A eſt peut- Etre point exactement celui de tous les Opoſans 


a la Chambre, puiſque nous n'avons point devant les yeux 


ha liſte des Souſcripteurs de la contr'adreſſe de 1784. Nous 
_ crolons cependant, pouvoir aſſurer Votre Excellence, qu'ils 


ne ſont point au deſſous de 3,500. Et en y ajoutant les 


ſignatures de PAdreſſe du 13 Octobre dernier, c on jugera ſi 


i nous 
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; . avons . en en ſu 4,000 Opatons ae. 
dlautant plus de raiſon, que les ſignatures de Quebec ſur la ; 
derniere Adreſſe ne paraiſſent point dans celle de 1784. . 


C'eſt ainſi, My Lord, que pour an6antir les aſſertions des 


Partiſans de la Reforme, nous avons emploſé leurs propres 
Calculs, dont nous ſommes bien cloignes d'aprouver fa juſ- 
teſſe, et dont Ve exagẽ ration eſt evidente par. Te; e de 


cette Province. 


i i Abs 1-44 
Il ne nous reſte plus qu'a developer 1 Votre Pucienee, 


les ſentimens de nos cceurs, qui font ceux de tous les Ca- 


nadiens attachés à la Patrie et an Gouvernement Britanni- 
que; des Tujets qui ſe ſont montres fidels dans des circon- 
ances | non Equivoques ne craindront point de dite la vérité 
dans ce moment critique, qui peut- tre decidera le fort de 
cette Province, Une Afﬀemblee Provinciale en Canada ne 


convient point, par les e ren gui! en ré- 


ſulteront. 
Nous dirons, My Lord, avec confiance 3 4 Vatre Excel- 


lence, que Pabrogation de pluſicurs de nos Loix, et! altera- 


tion, quant aux formes qui, ſouvent, et trop ſouvent, en ont 


detruit les fonds, trop prẽcipatement faites depuis le Bill de 
Quebec, nous ont allarmẽ; que C'eſt un des motifs qui ont 


engage les Canadiens à reprilenter i aux pieds du Trone, dans 


P' intention ſeulement de remẽdier à ces inconvéniens. Vou- 


lant Eviter de tomber dans le plus grand malheur, nous oſons 
nous repoſer ſur la bienfaiſance de Votre Excellence, qui 


nous a ſi longtems protége, et eſpẽrer que vous voudres bien 
vous inte teſſer aupres de Sa Tres Excellente Majelte et Son 


"Auguſte Parlement, pour obtenir la permiſſion de retablir 


toutes abrogations preci pitees de nos Loix, et arreter toutes 


aliErations ulterieures et futures. Nous eſpẽrons que le 
Conſeil Legiſlatif ſe renfermera i Pavenir dans des limites 
ſtricts, ne publiera, en conſequence du onzieme paragrafe 


. de l'Acte de Quebec, que des ordonnances pour la police, le 


bonheur et le bon Gouvernement de cette Province, et ne 
fera 
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I ' is des 3 went aux A Loix, Coutaz Js 
mes et Uſages, qui pouraient etre neceſſaires ſaivant les 
circonſtances, qu avec les plus grands ee et les 


conſiderations les plus reflechies, : 
En ͤdemandant une diſtinction dans la diffifation 0 W 
emplois, nous n' avons point ſeulement entendu parler en 


5 faveur. des Opoſans à la Cbambre d Aſſemblẽ: mais en fa- 
veur de tous les ſujets Canadiens en general, qui ẽtant le plus 


grand nombre, doivent y Etre admis proportionellement avec 


les Anciens ſujets, particulierement dans les tribunaux de 
| Juſtice et la Chambre du Conſeil, on leurs FIG ſont 


journellement diſcutes. 

Vos Suplians ne feraient aucune attention au rake 
repete dans les trois Adreſſes des demandans d'une Cham- 
bre d'Afſemblee, multiplie à deſſein, de la remarque qu'ils 7 
font ſur les ſignatures des Conſeillers et Juges, ſi par leur 
reflection retenue, ils ne paraiſſaient point deja per ſuadẽs 
qu'ils ſe ſaiſiront, en vertu du pouvoir d'une Chambre 


d' Aﬀemblee, de la prẽcieuſe prerogative de la Couronne, de 


nommer et conſtituer, Son Conſeil et ſes Juges. Ce n'eſt 


ä point; My Lord, la crainte, ni Pidee d'etre deſtituẽs qui les 
ont engage a ſigner I'Adrefſe du 13 Octobre dernier; Plus 
ils ſont lies & la Province par leur ẽtat, plus ils ont orũ, ètre 


de leut devoir de 8'opoſer à des projets contraires au bonheur 
du Phis. Si ces. ſignatures les ont fi fort afeftes, pourquoi 
cherchent-ils à à donner à penſer, par leur Tableau compara- 
tif, que les trois Conſeillers Canadiens qui mont point ſigns , 
conti la Chambre d Aſſembls, font corps avec eux: Nous 
oſons alfurer Votre Excellence que malgté le refus, que 
quelques conſiderations particulieres leur a fait felony ces trois 
Meflieurs n'y ſont pas moins Opoſes. | 
Nous nous recomandons; My Lord, à la Juſtice, a 6. 


- quits et à la profonde Sageſſe de Votre Excellence, et nous 


vous prions humblement, à ce qu'il vous plaiſe faire tel ra- 


| port a fa Majeſte, qui uw lui faite voir importance de 
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